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Habakkuk 2:18-20 Woe to the Idolater   
How does God view idolatry?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 2:18: “What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?”
· Grammatical Usage: “Profiteth” or in the Hebrew “Ya`al” means, “gain, profit, benefit, avail”; “maker” or “Yatsar” meaning, “one who forms; fashions; frames”; “trusteth” or “Batach” meaning, “to make secure”; “idols” or “'eliyl” meaning, “good for nothing, worthless.”
· Literal Interpretation: What avail is there in a carved idol when the one who frames it has shaped it himself?  What benefit is there in a molded statue, a teacher of lies, when its maker has molded it?  The one who formed it believes in its security himself yet makes worthless idols that cannot speak.
· Contextual/Comparison: To review, the four previous woes have been to: thieves, coveters, exploiters and the defiant.  In vv 18-20, the final woe is a culmination of the slippery slope of progressive sin to those guilty of idolatry:
V 18: Sad to say, the people of Judah were also guilty of this sin as during the declining years of the of the kingdom, they worshiped the gods of the other nations.  This is really the catalyst for God’s action after bitterly pointing out how ‘stupid’ His people have proven.  Consider:
· All the prophets, to their own demise, cried out against this flagrant violation of the second commandment (Exodus 20:4-6), but the people refused to repent for worshiping and serving the creation rather than the creator (Romans 1:25);

· Idols are dead substitutes for the living God (Ps. 115);

· Replacing God always leads to the popular philosophy that man is the highest thing in the universe and can pull himself up by his own bootstraps to any level he chooses: “Glory to man in the highest”;

· Not only are idols useless (Ps 115), but they foster evil by teaching lies while giving people false confidence.  Proverbs 6 lists the seven things God hates, one being a lying tongue: advocating falsehoods, knowingly and willingly, with an intention to deceive others. It is a most detestable evil to God, who is the God of truth. Nothing we do causes us to more closely resemble the devil, who is the father of lies (John 8:44) which is why God reacts to idolatry in such a definitive manner.
V 19: The Mosaic Law is built upon the Ten Commandments, and the law was built upon the first commandment: “I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods before me” (Deuteronomy 5:6-7).  Here we see not only God’s prohibition against idolatry, but His reasons for that prohibition:

· It was the Lord God who had the power to bring His people out of bondage in Egypt. He alone cared enough for them to choose them to be His own, and He alone delivered and protected them; 
· For all this, He declares that He alone deserves to be worshipped and reverenced; 
· No idol made of wood or stone is God. Idols are deaf, dumb, blind, and powerless (Isaiah 44:18).
We often forget other Biblical factors related to idolatry:

· Paul indicates the worship of things in creation themselves—not just their images—is wrong in the eyes of God (Romans 1:25); 
· Paul also warns the Colossians against worshipping other supernatural beings: “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize” (Colossians 2:18a); 
· Jesus expanded the definition of “other gods” to include concepts in addition to images, living things and other supernatural beings. In Matthew 6:24, He warns against the personification of wealth or money (especially wealth gained through greediness), the love of which, proves a “heart” or spiritual issue.  The dangers of such are clearly outlined in the story of the rich young ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) who turned away from Christ because he could not part with his wealth which had such a grip on his heart.
V 20: God ended His reply to Habakkuk by giving a third assurance (Ps. 11:4). 

· God’s holiness is affirmed;

· Silence in Scripture as it relates to God and Heaven is solemn:
· Silence in heaven is a sign of deep respect and awe in the presence of the Judge of all the earth. Just as earthly courtrooms demand silence when the judge is presiding, so does the heavenly courtroom (Zep. 1:7);

· Silence in heaven is the result of somber reflection on what has just been revealed (Job 40:4);
· Silence in heaven is due to the severity of the actions the Lord God is about to take.  Silence in heaven should be seen as the calm before the storm— stillness fills the time of tense expectation (Zechariah 2:13);
· Silence emphasizes the importance and impressiveness of God…and His judgments resulting in action unassailable in cause or purpose.
· Conclusion: If God were to judge you this very second, how would He find?
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