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Habakkuk 2:5 Sins of the Self-sufficient Sermon Notes
Last message from Habakkuk dealt with the just shall live by faith – God instructing the Prophet to write down the message and post it.  Frankly, V 4 proved just a one-liner – a ground-breaking message which could easily be missed…except for the fact that God goes immediately into the contrast of those who substitute faith for self-sufficiency:
Habakkuk 2:5 “Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people”
· Grammatical Usage: “Transgresseth” or in the Hebrew, “Bagad” means, “faithless betrayal.” Just one word among many, but the key word which sets up God’s entire discourse to follow.  Think of it this way: every betrayal of God is due to faithlessness, therefore faithlessness is betrayal.  The reason people don’t pray to God for salvation is because they are faithless.  God really doesn’t see.  He isn’t really listening.  He isn’t really going to answer.  His Word really isn’t what is needed in my situation when, frankly, it’s not to their liking.  The reason people don’t follow the convictions of this Word is because, bottom line, they are faithless.  And if we are faithless in our approach to life, we are literally physically, emotionally, psychologically and spiritually denying God His rightful place leaving only one conclusion: we have betrayed Him.  And we betray Him by denying Him preeminence in every aspect of our existence which is the practical outworking of ‘faithless betrayal.”  
· Literal Interpretation: Moreover, wine is as a faithless betrayal, an arrogant man who is never at rest.  His greed is as wide as Sheol; like death he has never enough.  He gathers for himself all nations and collects as his own all peoples.”
· Contextual/Comparison: Immediately following God’s statement that the just live by faith, He contrasts four characteristics of the unjust or self-sufficient.  The list, like God’s message, proves brief but remarkably complete:
1. Wine betrays the self-sufficient.  Citing the substance implies intoxication of any kind as the self-sufficient seek to satisfy a lifestyle of both pleasure and dependence.  Think of this as an outworking of, again, ‘faithless betrayal’.  In the Old Testament, the abuse of wine was associated with carelessness, arrogance, injustice and unrighteousness (actually, the loss of righteousness according to Pr. 31:4-7; Is. 5:11-12: “Woe to those who rise early in the morning, that they may run after strong drink, who tarry late into the evening as wine inflames them!  12 They have lyre and harp, tambourine and flute and wine at their feasts, but they do not regard the deeds of the Lord, or see the work of his hands.”  Why not?  In their intoxicated state, they have lost the capacity to sense God.  ; 22-23; Am. 6:6).  
Building upon itself, dependency and abuse leads quickly to additional sins and unrighteous behavior – all of which are forbidden by God’s Word (Daniel 5).  
People under the influence become careless, thoughtless, rowdy leading to violence, sad leading to depression, neglectful, intolerant, abusive, etc., not to mention the poor example and influence upon everyone associated with him or her: “Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine, and valiant men in mixing strong drink, 23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of his right!” (Is. 5:22-23);
2. Arrogance is a mark of the self-sufficient.  Habakkuk knows the Babylonians believe they are sufficient in and of themselves which is but a reflection of the original sin of Genesis 3:5, “…to be like God.”  Arrogance is prideful rejection of God to be one’s own god.  This is the rejection of the Biblical stipulation that each person has been created for a purpose (Ecc. 12:13–14: “The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, with[b] every secret thing, whether good or evil.”) – much less a failure to consider they were not born by their own power or will, but every breath originates from God (Job 12:10: “In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.”), a gift of God who has even counted every hair on every head (Mt. 10:30).  
Self-sufficiency is but rebellion which is Biblically equated with witchcraft (1 Sam. 15:23).  In short: “Is this how you repay the Lord, you foolish and senseless people?  Is not he your father, who created you, who made you and established you?” (Dt. 32:6).  Remember, this is part of the posting God has told the Prophet to establish where, even hurriedly rushing by, it can be understood by the Judahians: honestly, I don’t think they were paying attention preciously because of their ‘faithless betrayal’ has proven all consuming.
3. The self-sufficient are restless, greedy, dissatisfied and ungrateful.  The Babylonians prove a significant fact: if we want more and more of something, it only proves that the thing – whether wealth, position, power or any other object of desire does not and can never satisfy.  Therefore, dissatisfaction in life is proof that we are pursuing the wrong things – proof that we are missing the purpose of existence – proof of the results of both ignoring and rejecting the Creator Who provides our worth and defines our meaning.  Jesus’ healing of the ten lepers gives an example of how highly God values thankfulness (Lk. 17:12–19). Jesus healed all ten men, but only one returned to thank Him (v 15). The Bible specifically records that the thankful leper was not even a Jew but a Samaritan; a fact that drove home the idea that Jews were not the only people who could reach the heart of God. And take note of this: The Lord notices those who thank Him.  His questions “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?” (v 17) show His disappointment at the ingratitude of the majority.  As we survey our culture, doesn’t 2 Timothy 3:1-6 have a devastating ring of truth: “But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.”
4. The self-sufficient mindset leads to conflict and enslavement.  The prophet was utterly stunned that God would use the Babylonians if, for no other reason, given their brutal conquering and enslavement practice to fuel their lust for world domination.   Nothing they owned or accomplished satisfied the deep longing of their souls for they would have nothing to do with the true and living God…just like Judah!  I’ll tell you the #1 issuing underlying every Bible-believing pastor’s overwhelming counseling calendar: selfishness which is but an outgrowth of self-sufficiency.  At the last Basics Conference I attended, a number of us were talking about two things: 1) none of us really understand…really grasp or have to terms with the depth of depravity the introduction of sin has caused and, 2) because of this, often we are totally caught off-guard by the attitude and subsequent actions of “saints” as opposed to their attendance, singing and confessions.  The modern church is no better than the modern culture – just like Judah!  
Early on we noted that the reason God had Habakkuk make a transcript of their conversation as well as post, in writing, a message from God in Judah’s downtown civic square was the spiritual nature of the conflict between God and man in 609 BC would be no different than the modern conflict between God and man in 2020 AD.  Wine and dependency issues pervade our society – the Governor of Michigan asserted that Alcohol Beverage Control stores are an ‘essential’ business – really?  Arrogance is our prime cultural description – I’ll do it my way, thank you very much.  Yet we are restless, greedy, dissatisfied and ungrateful – generating conflict in every aspect of our lives – personally and socially.
Issues & Answers: Practical Ways to Depend on God Alone

You see, the object lesson for all involved in this scene is ONLY the Lord can truly satisfy.  ONLY the genuine, heart-felt pursuit of God and His righteousness can satisfy momentarily as well as everlastingly.  ONLY Christ, as He personally, publically proclaimed, meets a person’s deepest need and yearning: “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” (Jn. 6:35).
· Conclusion: Here is a litmus test: whatever you are in pursuit of at this very moment is where your heart is…how you see yourself…how you see others: pursuing self-sufficiency or the sufficiency of God?  Both you and God know.
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