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Habakkuk 3:1-2 I Have Heard the Lord   
How should we react to God’s guidance?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 3:2: “O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Lord” or in the Hebrew, “Y@hovah” means, “Jehovah: ‘the existing One’”; “speech” or “Shema`” meaning, “report”; “afraid” or “Yare'” meaning, “fear; to be afraid; revere”; “revive” or “Chayah” means, “sustain life; be quickened”; “known” or “Yada`” means, “to perceive; learn”; “wrath” or “Rogez” meaning, “turmoil”; “mercy” or “Racham” meaning, “compassion; tender affection; deep love.”
· Literal Interpretation: “O the only existing One, I have heard thy explanation, and was driven to reverence: O Lord, sustain and quicken thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make us perceive and learn; in turmoil remember [Your] tender affection and deep love.”
· Contextual/Comparison: The prophet Habakkuk is coming full circle with respect to his engagement with God: in Chapter 1, Habakkuk complains of God not paying attention to his complaint about sin in the Covenant Community only to have God inform the prophet he is not only aware, but plans to judge Judah at the hand of the Babylonians.  Then Habakkuk protests why God would permit evil to triumph over God’s own in such a manner, only to be told the evil in Babylon as well as Judah will be judged…outlining five progressive sins, “woes” in Chapter 2 He will address.  Now, the entire narrative changes as Habakkuk has changed:
V 1: Habakkuk, instead of arguing, is now submissively praying to God.  In fact, this chapter is one of only six documented ‘prayer psalms’ (Ps. 17; 86; 90; 102; 142) used in temple worship – this is how incredibly important this turn-a-round proves as the prophet now prays in:

· faith: believing in the power and goodness of God (Mark 9:23);
· agreement: upholding God and thereby His decrees (Ps. 72:19);

· supplication: requesting in the Spirit (Eph. 6:18);

· thanksgiving: in what God will do (Phil. 4:6)
· worship: acknowledging who God is (Ps. 99:9);

· consecration: dedication to God and His work (Ps 30:12);

· intercession: requests for others as we intercede for them (Ps. 57:1);
· imprecation: invoking God’s judgment on the wicked, avenging the righteous (Ecc. 3:17).

The point opening Chapter 3 is the necessary spiritual shift which has taken place, especially after God’s call for silence ending Chapter 2:

· Sharp reminder that God not only created the world, but rules it;

· He is active in the affairs of nations as well as our personal lives;

· He was, is and forever will be our (only) Salvation;

· Regardless of His answers and our understanding, we respond to the Lord with thanksgiving and praise. 
V 2: God’s desire is that His people learn to walk in holiness and fellowship with Him (Romans 8:29). As any loving parent would do, God will bring unpleasant consequences upon His children for rebellion. He expects the ones He has redeemed by the blood of His Son to set the example for the rest of the world. If the church is not in pursuit of holiness, the world sees no need to change its allegiance. Therefore, judgment begins in the household of God:
· God allows difficulties and suffering in the lives of His people to purify them. When we are persecuted for the cause of Christ, we share in His sufferings (1 Peter 4:13–14). And when we share His suffering, we know Him a little better (Philippians 3:10).  Part of God’s judgment upon sin is physical suffering. When His own children experience such suffering, it is not for our harm but to make us more like Jesus;
·  “Judgment” for the children of God can be considered discipline (Hebrews 12:4–11). It is designed to purge the sin from our lives and teach us obedience;
· In this present age, God allows painful circumstances in the lives of His own household, not to condemn but to mature, convict, and bring repentance (2 Corinthians 7:10);

· Through suffering we learn patience (James 1:2–4). This kind of judgment is NOT strictly punitive, but to encourage us to abandon selfishness and draw nearer to Him (James 4:8);
· Scripture makes a distinction between God’s purifying discipline of the church and His ultimate condemnation of the wicked: “When we are judged . . . by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world” (1 Corinthians 11:32);

· The judgment that begins at the household of God also includes church discipline.  Believers are commanded to take responsibility for other followers of Christ who may be slipping or headed toward sin (Ja. 5:20).
· Conclusion: It is the tone and tenor of our prayer which mirrors our true relationship with God: cooperative or confrontational?  Learn from Habakkuk.  
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