Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                              December 22, 2019
Isaiah 9:6: A Child is Born 
Who is this “child”?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Isaiah 9:6 - “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Given” or in the Hebrew, “atn” (perfect tense reflecting virtually taken place) means, “has been born.”  
· Literal Interpretation: For a child has been born—for us (!) the gift of a son—for us!  He’ll take over the running of the world.  His names will be: Amazing, Counselor, Strong God, Eternal Father, Prince of Wholeness.
· Contextual/Comparison: Isaiah was writing nearly 800 years before Christ as the Assyrians were taking Judah into captivity.  Isaiah’s prophecy gave the people of God a hope they so desperately needed: a Child would be born to fulfill the Davidic Covenant, bearing five titles “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  The Child, Jesus, is described as: 
· “Wonderful”: indicates the Child’s character, literally “incomprehensible,” the Messiah causing us to be “full of wonder” in a way that is boggling to the mind beginning with His conception in the womb of a virgin (Mt. 1:23); His power to heal (Mt. 4:23); His amazing teaching (Mk. 1:22); His perfect life (Heb. 4:15), and His resurrection from the dead (Mk. 16:6). Jesus teaching was counterintuitive to the human mind: “Blessed are those who mourn” (Mt. 5:4); “Rejoice and be glad” in persecution (Mt. 5:11–12); “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you” (Lk. 6:27). Jesus’ kind of wonderful is awe-inspiring and superior to any other kind, for He is perfect in every way (Mt. 5:48).
· “Counselor”: “He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person” (Jn. 2:25).  In Christ is “hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3), including the knowledge of all human nature (Ps. 139:1–2). Jesus always knows what we are going through, and He always knows the right course of action (Heb. 4:15–16).  We can trust Him to listen to our problems and guide us in the right direction (Pr. 3:6). We can be sure He is listening because He told us to pray to Him about our worries (Phil. 4:6; James 1:5). We can be certain He has our best interests at heart because He loves us (1 Jn. 4:19). 
· “mighty God”: We are first introduced to this name in Gen. 17:1, when God appeared to Abram and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.”  He answers to no one as to His plans and purposes: “All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have you done?’" (Dn. 4:35).  He is described next in the Bible when God said to Moses, “I am the LORD. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them” (Ex. 6:2-3) How is this significant? It is significant because God, whom we previously knew only as God Almighty, has now given a new, more personal and intimate name to Moses. This desire on God’s part for a more personal relationship with mankind culminates in the Christ Child.
· “everlasting Father”: In Hebrew, “Father of Eternity,” who protects and provides for his children, not limited by aging or death but continues in perpetuity. When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He began with the words “Our Father” (Mt. 6:9). There is much truth in those two words alone.  Many claim that all people are ‘children of God,’ but the Bible reveals quite a different truth.  It is life-changing to understand what it means to be able to call the one true God our “Father” and what it means to be joint-heirs with Christ and He alone. Because of our relationship with our Father, He no longer deals with us as enemies; instead, we can approach Him with “boldness” (Heb. 10:19) and in “full assurance of faith” (Heb. 10:22). The Holy Spirit “testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:16–17).
· “Prince of Peace”: He gives us the “peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension” (Phil. 4:6–7). In a world filled with hate, it’s difficult to see how Jesus could be the all-powerful God who acts in human history as the embodiment of peace. But physical safety and political harmony don’t reflect the kind of peace He’s talking about (Jn. 14:27).  The believer is thankful in every circumstance, possessing supernatural peace. An inner calm will dominate, his heart and mind are “guarded” by it—despite the tempest raging without. No one, especially those outside of Christ, will be able to fathom such peace. It is no mystery how someone can be so serene in the midst of turmoil: He is the Prince of Peace.
· Conclusion: The only consequential question of life is what you have done with the Christ child.  Born to die, your only sure hope in this life and the next is salvation through the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  Provision is made – you decide. 
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