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Judah in Captivity #10: Loss, Pain and Love
God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.  Lamentations exposes Judah in the midst of homeland exile.
Lamentations 1:5 - “Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for the Lord hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: her children are gone into captivity before the enemy.”

· Grammatical Usage: “Afflicted” or in the Hebrew, “Yagah” meaning, “cause grief/sorrow”; “transgressions” or “Pesha`” meaning, “rebellion.”
· Literal Interpretation: “Her foes have become the head; her enemies prosper, because the Lord has caused grief and sorrow for the multitude of her rebellions; her children have gone away, captives before the foe.”

· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word…
I. Lamentations 1: Sorrows without comfort as Jerusalem lies devastated.  
Five cries of despair (organized around the repetition of the same refrain):
A. (vv 2-6) THE DESPAIR OF EXILE AND CAPTIVITY

Refrain: (2) “She has none to comfort her”

1. (2A) The Emotion of Despair – Bitter Weeping

2. (2B) The Treachery of Despair – Friends have become Foes

3. (3) The Harsh Bondage of Despair – Affliction without Rest

4. (4) The Bitter Frustration of Despair – No fulfillment for God’s People

5. (5) The Divine Discipline of Despair – God has turned the Tables

6. (6) The Nakedness of Despair

B. (vv 7-11) THE DESPAIR OF HUMILIATION AND DEFILEMENT

Refrain: (9) “She has no comforter”

1. (7) Mocked by those who witnessed her Great Fall

2. (8-9A) Despised because her uncleanness was exposed

3. (9B-10) Defiled by those who exploited her vulnerability

4. (11) Despised because she is destitute of even the bare necessities

C. (vv 12-16) THE DESPAIR OF PAIN AND REJECTION

Refrain: (16) “Because far from me is a comforter”

1. (12) Pain that is Unique in its Severity

2. (13-14) Pain that is Inescapable in its Suffering

3. (15) Rejection that is Pervasive in its Scope

4. (16) Rejection that is Hopeless in its Salvation

D. (vv 17-19) THE DESPAIR OF ISOLATION AND POWERLESSNESS

Refrain: (17) “There is no one to comfort her” (There is no one to help)
1. (17) Surrounded by Enemies

2. (18A) Submitted to Divine Discipline

3. (18B-19) Separated from all Helpers

E. (vv 20-22) THE DESPAIR OF PROLONGED AND INTENSE SUFFERING

Refrain: (21) “There is no one to comfort me” (How long, O Lord?)
1. (:20) No Escape from Despair

2. (:21A) No Relief from Mocking

3. (:21B-22A) Cry for Retribution

4. (:22B) Cry of Suffering and Despair

II. Lamentations 2: God’s all-consuming anger poured out upon Jerusalem – mourning and moaning the day of the Lord’s anger, consuming the entire community.  
A. (vv 1-10) THE PERSPECTIVE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE 

Key phrase: “He has” – this is destruction the Lord has accomplished (think of these as privileges that must be maintained and treasured by the people of God.)

 

1. (1) The Removal of Israel’s Glory

2. (2-3) The Destruction of Israel’s Strength and Defenses

3. (4-5) The Role Reversal: the Defender of Israel Now Destroys Like Her Enemy

4. (6-7) The Rejection of All Ritualistic Worship and Faith Celebration

5. (8-9) The Obliteration of Israel’s Unique Identity as the People of God

 

6. (10) The Grieving Posture of a Devastated People

B. (vv 11-19) THE IMPACT OF THAT SCENE OF DESTRUCTION ON THE PROPHET – GOD’S PEOPLE LIE DEVASTATED – CRYING OUT TO THE LORD WHILE THEIR ENEMIES EXULT

Change of perspective: “My eyes”

1. (11-12) Unmitigated Sorrow with the Echoes of Pitiful Cries

2. (13) Unprecedented Ruin with no Savior in Sight

3. (14) Unchecked False Prophets with their Failure to Reprove Sin

4. (15-16) Unabashed Mocking with Derisive Exultation

5. (17) Unrelenting Discipline with the Sovereign and Faithful Lord Exalting Israel’s Enemies

 

6. (18-19) Unceasing Crying with Pleas for Mercy and Compassion

C. (vv 20-22) THE APPEAL TO THE LORD FOR COMPASSION

Change of perspective: “See, O Lord and look”

1. (20A) Desperate Appeal

2. (20B-21A) Four Devastated Groups

3. (21B-22) Summary of Destruction

· Conclusion: When asked, “See, O Lord and look” the people have come to realize their dreadful state: the first step towards redemption.  Do you need to cry the same?
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