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Judah in Captivity #4: Daniel and a Vision of Things to Come   
Previously in Daniel 2, we studied Daniel who displays characteristics of faith in the face of crisis: composure (v 2), courage (v 16), communion (v 17) and praise (v 19).  
· Contextual/Comparison: The second half of Daniel 2 (vv 24-49) continues with the same, along with insight into our 21st century culture:
1. Daniel displayed compassion in the crisis (v 24). Crisis finds its way into every life – saved and unsaved.  The psalmists faced life events that could have resulted in a crisis of faith for them (Ps. 10:1–11; 13:1–4; 22:1–18). They wrote about those times and were not afraid to be honest with God about their emotional struggles. In overcoming a spiritual crisis, we can pray this psalm back to the Lord, whether or not we “feel it” in the moment: “Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me; Lord, be my help. You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. Lord my God, I will praise you forever” (Ps. 30:10–12);

Daniel 2:28a: “But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets….”

· Grammatical Usage: “God” or in Aramaic, “'elahh” means, “singular Supreme Being”; “secrets” or in Aramaic “Raz” meaning, “unknown.”
· Literal Interpretation: But there is the true and only one God in heaven who reveals the unknown…
· Contextual/Comparison (continued):
2. Daniel, with faith under fire, displays great humility (vv 27-28).  Daniel clearly states that it is God who determines and reveals the future, not men.  Daniel, simply an instrument of God, accepts no credit for God’s knowledge – he is nobody special.  In a crisis, draw from the Holy Spirit dwelling within you for composure, courage, communion, praise, compassion and humility: these strengths from God will see you through your trial.
3. God addresses all humanity.  The dream pertains to the 'latter days' (v 28) so the question immediately arises...the latter days of what? The latter days of the king's life? The latter days of the Babylonian kingdom? No,  this time frame pertains to the latter days of man's kingdoms on earth and the establishment of God's rule on the earth!
4. The dream identifies four gentile empires that would dominate Jerusalem from the time of Daniel onwards (vv 31-34): 
a. Head of Gold - Babylonian Empire (606-538 BC);
b. Silver Chest and Arms - Medes and Persian Empire (538-331 BC); 
c. Thighs of Bronze - Greek Empire (331-168 BC); 
d. Legs of Iron - Roman Empire (168 BC - 476 AD); 
e. Feet of Iron & Clay - Revised Roman Empire (?AD -?AD)
i. The metals described decrease in value, but they increase in strength. That is, the metals go from gold, to silver, to bronze, to iron - they decrease in value going from the most expensive to the least. Thus, God was showing that each successive kingdom would be less glorious that its predecessor;
ii. Each metal is stronger than the predecessor so each succeeding empire proves more capable and brutal;

iii. A rock that was cut out, but not by human hands, struck the statue on its feet and sent the whole form crashing down! This rock then became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth. And a great wind blew on the broken statue pieces like chaff and blew them all away so that there was not a trace of them left.
5. The interpretation (vv 26-35): in the time of those kings, the God of heaven establish a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush previous kingdoms, and will itself endure forever.
a. The ‘toes’ (v 42) refer to a revived Roman empire, but there will be division and weakness within its strength, a brittle component due to disunity, because of the vast immigration most countries in the West have seen in these last days leaving these nations with a mixture of cultures, religions, ideas and allegiances: confusion;
b. The stone, who is Jesus, will strike the ten kings at His coming as is revealed in Revelation 17:12-14 (pictured as ten horns).
6. The greatest mystery is yet to be fully revealed (v 47).  While Nebuchadnezzar was made privy to the one, true God, mankind has but pondered Him. Christians have come into a relationship with Him, yet the vastness of God remains incomprehensible.  Who is this one who speaks light into being? Who is this one who knows all the stars by name? Who is this one that can create man from the dust and declares the end from the beginning? One day the mystery will be revealed as Jesus Christ will live among us again when He sets up His kingdom on earth (Rev. 10:5-7):  “'There will be no more delay!...the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.'”
· Conclusion: Despite the mystery of God, He has revealed Himself in the person of Jesus as Savior.  Are you in need of a Savior?  His blood was shed for you.
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