Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                               September 6, 2020
Judah in Captivity #9: Daniel in the Lion’s Den
The Babylonian empire no more, Darius the Mede has been appointed by King Cyrus over Babylon.  Daniel is now in his early 80's, yet his testimony is strong as is resistance to God.  
· Contextual/Comparison: 
I. THE TRAP IS SET (Daniel 6: 1-9)

   A. DANIEL IS SUCCESSFUL...

      1. He is appointed one of three governors over the kingdom – vv 1-2         

      2. Daniel "distinguished" himself above the others – v 3
         a. His success was due to his "excellent spirit", not cunning or maneuvering

         b. Proving success in business and politics without compromising character

         c. Darius contemplates setting Daniel over the whole realm

   B. DANIEL IS ENVIED...

      1. His success leads to envy by others – v 4
      2. His noble character is attested to by his enemies – v 4
      3. His enemies determine there is only one way to defeat him – v 5
   C. DANIEL IS TARGETED...

      1. The king is approached by Daniel's enemies v 6
      2. They propose a royal statute, a firm decree v 7
II. THE TRAP IS SPRUNG (vv 10-17)

   A. DANIEL CONTINUES TO PRAY...

      1. Knowing full well that the decree had been signed – v 10
      2. Practicing a custom common among the Jews – v 10
         a. Praying three times a day - cf. Psalms 55:17
         b. Praying toward Jerusalem - cf. 1Kings 8:27-30
         c. Praying on his knees (a common posture for prayer) - cf. 1Kings 8:54
         d. Praying with thankfulness to God, even in times of trouble - cf. Philippines 4:6
      3. His own custom since "early days" – v 10
         a. Though great and powerful, fervent prayer was not beneath him

         b. Though aged, he had not grown weary of prayer

   B. DANIEL IS CAUGHT...

      1. His enemies catch Daniel praying, reporting to the King – vv 11-13
      2. The king is forced to abide by his own decree – vv 14-15
   C. DANIEL IS THROWN INTO THE LIONS' DEN...

      1. Yet the king is hopeful – v 16
      2. The den is closed with a stone and sealed – v 17
III. THE TRAP IS SPOILED (vv 18-28)

   A. DARIUS IS WORRIED...

      1. His night is restless – v 18
      2. His concern for Daniel is evident – vv 19-20
Daniel 6:22 - “My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.”

· Grammatical Usage: “innocency” or “Zakuw” (Aramaic) meaning, “innocence; purity”.
· Literal Interpretation: “My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths; and they haven’t harmed me, for I was found innocent, of pure intent before him. And also before you, Your Majesty, I have not done harm.”

   B. DANIEL IS DELIVERED...

      1. Daniel answers the king – vv 21-22
         a. With respect to the king ("O king, live forever!")

            1) Despite what the king had done to him

            2) An example of blessing those who persecute you – Mt. 5:44; Romans 12:14
         b. With word of God's great deliverance

            1) Saved by an angel of God - cf. Daniel 3:28
            2) Who shut the lions' mouths

         c. With affirmation of his innocence            

      2. Darius removes Daniel from the den – v 23
         a. Daniel is delivered because he believed in His God (i.e., saved by faith!)

   C. THE CONSPIRATORS ARE EXECUTED...

      1. Cast into the same trap intended for Daniel, along with their families – v 24
      2. As often happens, those who set the trap get caught in it!

         a. Cf. Haman, hung on the gallows he built for Mordecai – Esther 7:10
         b. As contemplated by David, warned by Solomon - Ps 7:14-16; Pr 1:10-19
   D. GOD IS EXALTED...

      1. Darius makes a decree that the God of Daniel be feared – vv 25-27
         a. He is the living God, and steadfast forever

         b. His kingdom is indestructible, and His dominion everlasting

      2. Another pagan king comes to realize Who is really in control!

         a. As did Nebuchadnezzar – Daniel 4:34-35
         b. As did Belshazzar, only too late - Daniel 5:26-28
   E. DANIEL PROSPERS...

      1. In the reign of Darius, who ruled Chaldea – v 28
      2. In the reign of Cyrus of Persia (who ruled over Darius) - cf. Daniel 1:21
Conclusion: Daniel prospered because he put God first.  Have you?  Would explain a lot.
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