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Judah in Renewal 11: Dealing with Intimidation
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads through the pitfalls of intimidation as they face angry opposition.    
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  
I. (Vv 7-8) INTIMIDATING FAITHFUL WORKERS 
A. (V 7) God’s Enemies Respond in Anger When God’s Kingdom Program Advances

1. Powerful Alliance – Understandable that the people would be fearful “Now when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the Ashdodites”
2. Progressive Accomplishments – repairs were being made successfully “heard that the repair of the walls of Jerusalem went on, and that the breaches began to be closed,”
3. Passionate Anger: “they were very angry.”
B. (V 8) God’s Enemies Conspire to Fight Against God’s Faithful Workers and God’s Kingdom Program

1. Unity is no problem for God’s Enemies: “All of them conspired together” 
2. Persecution Should be Expected – directed against God’s vital interests “to come and fight against Jerusalem”

3. Goal is to Demoralize God’s Faithful Workers: “and to cause a disturbance in it.”
II. (V 9a) KEEP PRAYING
Nehemiah 4:9a – “Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God”

· Grammatical Usage: “prayer” or in the Hebrew, “palal” meaning, “to intercede; judge.”
· Literal Interpretation: “But we made intercession for judgement to God”
A. “But we prayed to our God”  Prayer has already been a key theme in the Book of Nehemiah:

1. 1:4: – fasts and prays when he hears the report of the devastation in Jerusalem – starts with confession of corporate sin; pleads for the favorable hand of God – providential blessing upon the work

2. 2:4: moment of crisis before the king when he is abo ut to present his petition – He shot up a quick inner prayer and then boldly made his request

3. 2:12: listening to God speak back to him and form the vision in his mind and heart for the work that needed to be done and for the strategy to accomplish the work

4. Chap. 3: prayers of consecration associated with the completing of various phases of the rebuilding project

5. Now we get to Chap. 4: 4-5: the angry opposition that tries to shut down God’s work – once again the leaders of God’s people must start with prayer 
B. Prayer is key in the midst of intimidation 

1. The privilege of prayer.  Not a waste of time or a burden (John 17:25-26)

2. The personal nature of prayer (1 Peter 5:7)
a. Personal in the relationship we have to God as our Father and Chief Shepherd – pray to “our” God

b. Personal in the concern God has for our individual needs – “It matters to Him concerning you”
3. The power of prayer.  Consider the following:

a. The Lord God Almighty can do all things; there is nothing impossible for Him (Luke 1:37)
b. The Lord God Almighty invites His people to pray to Him. Prayer to God should be made persistently (Luke 18:1), with thanksgiving (Philippians 4:6), in faith (James 1:5), within the will of God (Matthew 6:10), for the glory of God (John 14:13-14), and from a heart right with God (James 5:16)
c. The Lord God Almighty hears the prayers of His children. He commands us to pray, and He promises to listen when we do (Psalm 18:6)
d. The Lord God Almighty answers prayer (Psalm 17:6; Psalm 34:17).
e. The power of prayer comes from the omnipotent One who hears our prayers and answers them. Prayer places us in contact with Almighty God, and we should expect almighty results, whether or not He chooses to grant our petitions or deny our requests according to His perfect will and timing (1 John 5:14–15).
· Conclusion: “The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid” (Ps.118:6)  Life always comes back to the quality of our relationship with Jesus – take stock.
PAGE  
1
Reverend Tony Raker

Grace Evangelical Free Church, 718 E. Queen Street, Strasburg, VA 22657

tonyraker@yahoo.com / www.graceevfreechurchva.org 

