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Judah in Renewal 16: Defending Against Internal Threats
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads by defending against threats from within.   
Nehemiah 5:1 – “And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews.”
· Grammatical Usage: “great” or in the Hebrew, “gadowl” meaning, “loud; large; intense; important”; “cry” or “tsa`aqah” meaning, “negative outcry; cry of distress.”
· Literal Interpretation: There was a widespread, intensely critical distressing outcry from the people and their wives against their Jewish countrymen.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  When the enemy fails in his attacks from the outside, he subsequently undertakes attacks from within.  This passage offers critical insights in defending against internal threats to God’s work: 
1. (vv 1-5) A Great Cry
a. In the midst of a “great work” (4:19) for a “great God” (1:5), a “great cry” arose among God’s people:
i. Non-landowners, but hungry (v 2)

ii. Landowners who mortgaged property to buy food (v 3)

iii. Tax payers regarding high taxes (v 4)
iv. Countrymen exploiting via usury (v 5)
b. Greed was denounced prior to Judah’s fall (Isa.56:9-12; Jer. 22:13-19)

2. (vv 6-13) A Great Assembly

a. Anger (v 6): Nehemiah was not a politician who asked, “What is popular?” or a diplomat asking, “What is safe” but a true leader who asks, “What is right?”  His was righteous indignation: anger over sin
b. Consultation (v 7): Nehemiah pooled his heart and head to properly identify and define the problem, seeking God’s direction;

c. Rebuke (vv 7-11): Nehemiah publically confronts the people

i. Appeals to their love (Psalm 133:1; Genesis 13:8)

ii. Appeals based upon the Word of God forbidding earning interest
iii. Appeals to God’s redemptive purpose for Israel (v 8)

iv. Appeals to Israel’s witness to the Gentiles (v 9)

v. Appeals to the fear of God (v 9)

vi. Appeals based upon his own personal practice (vv 10-11)

vii. Appeals based upon the judgement of God (vv 12-13)

d. Consensus (vv 12-13)  Three actions underscored seriousness:
i. Nehemiah shook out folds of his robes (v 12;  see Acts 13:51; 18:6; Matthew 10:14)

ii. The assembly collectively responded, “Amen” (v 13)

1. “Amen” means, “so be it” or “May the Lord do all that you said”

2. This proved an act of worship, distinguishing this event from an ‘economic summit’ as opposed to worship service

3. A Great Example (vv 14-19)  D. L. Moody said, “A holy life will produce the deepest impression.  Lighthouses blow no horns; they only shine.”  In our day of multiple, very public scandals in every area of life, how refreshing is Nehemiah’s example who put serving people ahead of gaining for himself.
a. Nehemiah didn’t engage in the compromising of previous leaders (v 14)
b. Nehemiah didn’t exploit the people (v 15)

c. Nehemiah shared what he had with others (vv 17-18)

d. Nehemiah did what he did only to please the Lord (v 19)
4. Seven Great Leadership Lessons

a. Expect problems to arise within the fellowship

b. Spiritual integrity maintains order, tempers thereby honoring God
c. Confront problems within the fellowship courageously
d. Employ a biblical approach to each issue
e. Look in every problem for the opportunity for the Lord to work
f. Consensus is always around the truth and right action of the applied Word
g. Submission is always accompanied by giving thanks
· Conclusion: Are you thankful?  Maybe submission to God is in order.
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