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Judah in Renewal 23: The Exiled Children
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 9 by addressing the instruction of God’s Word regarding children.    
Nehemiah 9:34 – “Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy commandments and thy testimonies, wherewith thou didst testify against them.”

· Grammatical Usage: “kept” or in the Hebrew, “`asah” meaning, “to observe; act with effect”; “harken” or “qashab” meaning, “hear; pay attention; heed.”
· Literal Interpretation:  Our kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not observed much less acted upon nor experienced your law or heard, paid attention or heeded your commandments and your warnings that you gave them.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  Exile is the changing circumstances that brought the ancient Southern Kingdom, Judah and Benjamin, to their knees and forced them to engage their past and reinstate God in relation to their present and future.  Critical to this were children:
1. Exiled Children

a. Christians have a lot of trouble identifying the depth of panic and pain of the Babylonian exile, which one prophet compared to a mother losing her children (Jeremiah 31:15)

b. Moving to Babylon wasn’t just a setback or an inconvenience.  It was an exercise in cancel culture (Daniel 1:1–6), a devastating response to having not just forgotten, but decidedly rejecting God and His convictions for living
c. Both the temple and God’s Word had been subjugated, but not lost

d. Children experienced physical depravation, the loss of faith and family identity (Deuteronomy 28:47)
2. Provision
a. Yahweh did not end with the destruction of the temple and the burning of Jerusalem, but called for a new beginning (Jeremiah 29:11)
b. The exile brought about the need for a personal faith response. Faith became individualized and Jerusalem ceased to be the only place where the worship of God was possible

c. Scripture activity quickened in Babylon as holy books began to replace the holy temple

d. In exile there was the development of the synagogue. The synagogue became a place for prayer, study, and local worship…just like the church today
3. Instruction

a. Moses again reminded the people to obey God’s laws in Deuteronomy 6:1-9
i. This goal was not only for the present generation then but also for their children and grandchildren (vs.1-2)
ii. The first priority of parents was their own obedience – God’s word was to be on their hearts (vs.5-6)
iii. Then they were to teach it to their children (v.7)

iv. They were to teach diligently, impressing God’s word upon their children using reminders (vs.7-9)
b. These same convictions are applicable to Christian parents today.  As Christians, we turn to the Bible as our guide for living. It has much to say to us about spiritual things, but also about what’s practical:

i. Children are part of God’s creative plan (Genesis 1:28).  After creating Adam and Eve, God commanded that they be fruitful, or have children. The original design included families with children. Kids weren’t an afterthought. Everything about creation was pronounced good, including his design for children

ii. Children are gifts from God to families (Psalm 127:3).  The word “heritage” comes from the root meaning “to get or inherit.” It is an honor and responsibility to be entrusted with little ones from God. We stand beside to shepherd their growth and development, to advocate for them and provide for their needs while they’re in our care.
iii. Children need nurture and guidance (Proverbs 22:6).  When planting vines, gardeners will attach them to a framework to avoid them growing out of control.  Kids need solid structure to keep their physical, emotional, social, and spiritual growth on track too. This means we are present in their lives, supporting their growth and development and leading by our godly example.
iv. Children need discipline (Proverbs 29:17).  There’s no question, disciplining kids is hard work. It takes the fruit of the Spirit — love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control spoken of in Galatians 5:22-23. Parents who really love their kids will discipline them, as God does with us (Hebrews 12:7). Not harshly, but gently with the goal of leading them in the ways of the Lord. Done this way, they’ll become adults that fulfill all the Creator intends for them to become.
v. Children need protection (Numbers 32:17).  We live in a world corrupted by evil. Child labor, physical abuse, child exploitation, and child marriage are only some of the challenges kids today may encounter, not to mention things like drug and alcohol addiction, bullying or gang involvement. God is our deliverer from trouble and enemies, and we should protect kids from people who seek their harm as an extension of our love for Him.
vi. Children are blessed by God (Mark 10:16).  Children aren’t too unimportant to have God’s undivided attention – or ours.
· Conclusion: Do our children have our undivided attention?  Do we make an investment of time, care and instruction…especially from God’s Word in their lives?  We should.
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