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Judah in Renewal 25: Responding to God’s Correction
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 10 by responding to God’s correction.   
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  The people of Nehemiah’s day had allowed the Word of God to penetrate their hearts and expose their failures of the past. They now wanted to start fresh and commit themselves to obeying the will of God. This was a major point of consecration for the nation:
1. Realigning their focus (9:38-10:27)

A. Thinking in terms of God’s purposes rather than their personal preferences

1. Writing it proves you are serious about what you are promising
2. Writing it makes your commitment concrete and specific
3. Writing it raises the level of accountability
B. Thinking in terms of responsibilities rather than rights

C. Thinking in terms of long term effect rather than short term enjoyment
2. Redirecting their families (10:28-30)

A. The gathering of their families

i. Avoiding conformity to the world
ii. Aligning with consecrated fellow believers
B. The guiding of their families

i. The danger of mixed marriages was the loss of faith on the part of the Jewish mate (Exodus 34:10-17).  How could a Jew, married to a Gentile, observe the dietary laws, celebrate the festivals?  They would prove ceremonially unclean engendering constant conflict have abandoned their spiritual heritage.  God had a great purpose for Judah and this compromise with sin endangered the nation (Mal. 2:10-16) as God required a ‘pure seed’ through which the Savior would come.

ii. For a Christian, dating a non-Christian is unwise, and marrying one is not an option. Second Corinthians 6:14 tells us not to be "unequally yoked" with an unbeliever. The imagery is of two incompatible oxen sharing the same yoke. Instead of working together to pull the load, they would be working against each other. While this passage does not specifically mention marriage, it definitely has implications for marriage. The passage goes on to say that there is no harmony between Christ and Belial (Satan). There can be no spiritual harmony in a marriage between a Christian and a non-Christian. Paul goes on to remind believers that they are the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, who inhabits their hearts at salvation (2 Corinthians 6:15-17). Because of that, they are to be separate from the world - "in the world, but not of the world" - and nowhere is that more important than in life's most intimate relationship of marriage.

iii. The Bible also says, "Do not be misled: 'Bad company corrupts good character'" (1 Corinthians 15:33). Having any kind of intimate relationship with an unbeliever can quickly turn into something that is a hindrance to your walk with Christ. We are called to evangelize the lost, not be intimate with them. There is nothing wrong with building quality friendships with unbelievers, but that is as far as it should go. If you were dating an unbeliever, what would honestly be your priority, romance or winning a soul for Christ? If you were married to an unbeliever, how would the two of you cultivate a spiritual intimacy in your marriage? How could a quality marriage be built and maintained if you disagree on the most crucial issue in the universe: the Lord Jesus Christ?

C. The giving of their families
3. Restructuring their finances (10:31-35)
A. There were opportunities they chose to reject

1. In relation to the Sabbath – we will not buy on the Sabbath or holy day


2. Rejected opportunity to work the land on the seventh year

B. There were responsibilities they accepted

C. God is happy when we are able to enjoy things in the right way
· Love of money leads to:

1) A loss of contentment – 1 Timothy 6:6
2) A loss of trust in God – 1 Timothy 6:17
3) A loss of balance in our lives – Ecclesiastes 7:16; 18
4) A loss of peace - Isaiah 59:8
5) A loss of eternal perspective on life - Jeremiah 14:19
6) A loss of usefulness -- Matthew 6:24
7) A loss of humility - Proverbs 22:4
8) A loss of hope - Proverbs 11:28
· Signs that I love money:

1) When money thoughts consume my day

2) When the blessings of others make me jealous

3) When success is defined by what I have vs. what I am in Jesus Christ

4) When my family is neglected in my pursuit of money – “home soon”

5) When I close my eyes to the genuine needs of others

6) When I live in paralyzing fear of losing my money

7) When I am prepared to borrow myself into bondage

8) When I give to God my left-overs rather than my first-fruits

4. Resolving their fidelity (10:36-39)
Nehemiah 10:39e – “…we will not forsake the house of our God.”

· Grammatical Usage: “forsake” or in the Hebrew, “`azab” meaning, “neglect; abandon”.
· Literal Interpretation: “…we will not neglect or, worse, abandon the house of our God.”
· Conclusion: Does God have all of you?  Or are you in neglect…even abandonment? 
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