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Judah in Renewal 28: Corrupted Worship
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 13 by reacting to corrupted worship.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  V 6 informs us of two things: 1) having been in Jerusalem 12 years, Nehemiah returned to Babylon in 433 B.C., returning to Judah some 7-12 years later; 2) upon his return, he is shocked at the spiritual decay evidenced by previous personal and cultural sins:

I. Vv 1-3: Purifying worship: excluding God’s enemies

A. Catalyst of scripture: underscoring God’s convictions
Nehemiah 13a: “On that day they read in the book of Moses in the audience of the people…”

· Grammatical Usage: “read” or in the Hebrew, “qara'” meaning, “proclaim” in an accosting manner; “audience” or “'ozen” means, “to uncover the ear to reveal,” specifically to receive divine revelation.
· Literal Interpretation: On that day they were accosted with the proclamation from the book of Moses, uncovering their ears with revelation in the midst of the people.
The negative impact of sin upon believers (see Issues and Answers: “The Impact of Sin upon Believers” under the “Life” section).
B. Conviction of sin: identifying specific neglected requirement 
1. Clear command – protect the sanctity of the temple worship: “and there was found written in it that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever enter the assembly of God,”
2. Righteous reason: harmful obstruction with evil intentions  “because they did not meet the sons of Israel with bread and water, but hired Balaam against them to curse them.
3. Devine reversal – bringing good out of evil “However, our God turned the curse into a blessing.”
C. Correction of separation: implementing required behavior change 

“So it came about, that when they heard the law, they excluded all foreigners from Israel.” 

 II. (Vv 4-9) Purifying the priestly politics – excluding compromising connections  
A. Abuse of stewardship based on family connections  “Now prior to this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the chambers of the house of our God, being related to Tobiah, had prepared a large room for him, where formerly they put the grain offerings, the frankincense, the utensils, and the tithes of grain, wine and oil prescribed for the Levites, the singers and the gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests.”
B. Angry intervention in order to cleanse God’s holy temple – bold, direct action “and learned about the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, by preparing a room for him in the courts of the house of God. And it was very displeasing to me, so I threw all of Tobiah’s household goods out of the room. Then I gave an order and they cleansed the rooms;”

C. Appropriate corrective measures to restore proper worship procedures and priorities “and I returned there the utensils of the house of God with the grain offerings and the frankincense.”
III. (Vv 10-13) Purifying the giving – restoring the support of the worship leaders and the overall ministry

A. Lack of financial support impacts availability for ministry leadership and service: “I also discovered that the portions of the Levites had not been given them, so that the Levites and the singers who performed the service had gone away, each to his own field.”

B. Lack of financial support reflects a low view of God’s Kingdom purposes: “So I reprimanded the officials and said, “Why is the house of God forsaken?’”

C. Spiritual ministry takes priority over financial support for the leadership roles: “Then I gathered them together and restored them to their posts.”

D. Financial support depends on faithful giving on the part of all of God’s people: “All Judah then brought the tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses.”

E. Financial support requires reliable administration: “And in charge of the storehouses I appointed Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of the Levites, and in addition to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah; for they were considered reliable, and it was their task to distribute to their kinsmen.”

IV. Prayer refrain: soliciting God’s favor: “Remember me for this, O my God, and do not blot out my loyal deeds which I have performed for the house of my God and its services.”

A. A “popcorn” prayer: talking to God as he served Him

B. Appropriate to expect God to show favor and reward for such faithful behavior
· Conclusion: What is your expectation of God’s favor?  Will there be reward?  That depends upon the influence of sin vs. the Holy Spirit in your daily walk.
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