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Judah in Renewal #3: God’s Hand Enables (Ezra 7-8) 
Previously in chapters 1-3, the first group of the exiles returns to begin rebuilding the Temple while, in chapters 4-6, opposition arises yet God prevails.  Here in chapters 7-8, Ezra returns with other exiles emphasizing God’s Word.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word…

I. THE PREPARATION (7:1-10): Many years after the first group of exiles returns to Jerusalem, a man named Ezra comes on the scene
A. Ezra and the line of Aaron (7:1-5): Ezra belongs to the seventeenth generation of the priestly line of Aaron
B. Ezra and the law of the Lord (7:6-10): Ezra is a scribe, well versed in the Law of Moses. Because of his commitment to study and obey the law, the Lord blesses him
Ezra 7:10: For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.
· Grammatical Usage: “Prepared” or in Hebrew, “Kuwn” means, “determined; secure; established; firm”; “heart” or “Lebab” meaning, “inner man” including mind, will, soul, understanding, courage; “seek” or “Darash” meaning, “enquire; consult; study”; “do” or “`asah” meaning, “observe; celebrate”; “teach” or “Lamad” meaning, “train”; “statutes” or “Choq” meaning, “prescribed decrees; convictions”; “judgments” or “Mishpat” meaning, “righteousness ordinances”
· Literal Interpretation: Now Ezra had determined in his mind, will and soul to study the law of the Lord, obey it, and teach its convictions and ordinances in Israel.
II. THE COOPERATION (7:11-28)

A. The king's edict concerning Ezra (7:11-24)

1. What the ruler will do (7:11-20): King Artaxerxes of Persia allows Ezra to return to Jerusalem and promises him the following:

a. Any Jews who wish may go with him (7:13)
b. Any finances he needs will be provided (7:14-20)
2. What the rest will do (7:21-24): The king commands his officials west of the Euphrates to supply Ezra with whatever he requests
B. The king's exhortation to Ezra (7:25-28)

1. Ezra's task (7:25-26): Artaxerxes directs Ezra to govern and guide the people, no matter who they are, in the law of God
2. Ezra's thanksgiving (7:27-28): Grateful, Ezra praises God for granting him the king's favor
Ill. THE PARTICIPATION (8:1-20): Ezra and those going with him to Jerusalem camp at the Ahava Canal before leaving
A. The exiles who come (8:1-14): Ezra lists the families returning to Jerusalem
B. The extras who are called (8:15-20)

1. The absence of Levites (8:15-17): Ezra notices that not one Levite has volunteered to accompany him. So he sends 11 trusted men back to urge the Levites to join them
2. The arrival of Levites (8:18-20): Over 40 Levites and 220 Temple servants respond and arrive at the camp
IV. THE SUPPLICATION (8:21-23): Ezra calls for a time of prayer and fasting before beginning the journey
V. THE AUTHORIZATION (8:24-30): Ezra appoints 24 of the leading priests to transport the silver, gold, and bronze items for the Temple
VI. THE DESTINATION (8:31-32): After a journey of some four months (see Ezra 7:8-9), Ezra and the people arrive safely in Jerusalem
VII. THE PRESENTATION (8:33-36): When Ezra's group of returnees arrives in Jerusalem, they present several things:

A. Gold and silver to the Temple (8:33-34): All the valuables are deposited at the Temple and carefully recorded
B. Sacrifices to the Lord (8:35)

C. Decrees to the officials (8:36): The king's decrees are given to his officials, who fully cooperate
· Conclusion: Again, God keeps His Word.  As Ezra, you commit to putting God first in your life…He, in turn, enables you to accomplish His will for your life.  No matter the opposition, God prevails.  Commit to Him today!
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