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Judah in Renewal 31: Permissiveness
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 13 by reacting to permissiveness.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  Following Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem, he is shocked at the spiritual decay evidenced by previous personal and cultural sins.  Having dealt with corrupted worship in the temple, then corrupted lifestyles and misguided marriages, he now deals with the underlying cause of all this - permissiveness:

I. Four points of permissiveness
i. V 28: There was theological permissiveness because of wrong relationships.  The Bible records several instances of nepotism
1. When Joseph was second in power to Pharaoh, his family came seeking grain during the famine. With Pharaoh’s blessing, Joseph invited them to stay in Egypt, gave them land, making it their home (Genesis 47:11).  He did not give other worthy foreigners the same opportunity
2. During Saul’s reign as king of Israel, nepotism was evident in his royal court: “The name of the commander of Saul’s army was Abner son of Ner, and Ner was Saul’s uncle” (1 Samuel 14:50)
3. King David did the same thing. His nephew Joab was appointed the commander of his army (2 Samuel 8:16)

4. Nehemiah appointed his brother Hanani as governor of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7:2)
Nepotism is wrong when it usurps due process and shows favoritism that negatively impacts innocent people.
5. The affiliation with Sanballat undermined God’s expectations and the Jew’s covenant with God.
ii. There was financial permissiveness because of wrong relationships
1. Vv 10-14: Because the high priest had moved Tobiah into the temple, there were not enough storerooms for the tithes. So the priests had not required the people to bring in their tithes, and as a result, the Levites had to go to work in the fields to support their families, thus neglecting their temple duties

2. V 29: “defiled the priesthood and the covenant”
Nehemiah 13:29: “…they have defiled the priesthood, and the covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites”

· Grammatical Usage: “defiled” in Hebrew is “go'el” meaning, “pollute; stain” “covenant” or “b@riyth” meaing “pledge”.
· Literal Interpretation: for polluting the priesthood as well as the pledge of the priesthood and the Levites
iii. There was a permissiveness in the use of time (vv 15-22: the Sabbath

iv. There was a permissiveness in their homes (vv 23-29)

II. Five points of dealing with spiritual permissiveness

i. He faced the problems

1. Look at 13:7: “I came to Jerusalem and learned about the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah”
2. In 13:10, it says that he discovered the fact that the Levites had not received the tithes

3. In 13:15, he saw the violation of the Sabbath
4. In 13:23, he also saw that the Jews had married foreign women
5. In 13:29, he identified wrongful nepotism 

ii. He reacted

1. Note 13:8-9: He was very displeased about Tobiah’s temple apartment. In 13:11, he reprimanded the officials

2. In 13:17-18, he again reprimanded them for their Sabbath violations
3. In 13:25, where he got so upset that he contended with them 

iii. He took action.  Key conviction: sometimes sin demands a strong, direct confrontation
iv. He was accountable to God, aware of His presence

III. Judgment Day is sure: “Remember them, O my God…” (v 29a)
i. The Bible warns us of Judgment Day: Malachi 4:1
ii. The day is God’s final, ultimate judgment on sinful mankind
iii. Judgment is comprehensive. This is all who have ever died, small and great (insignificant as well as significant). No one escapes Judgment Day (Revelation 20:11–15)

iv. The judgment is carried out according to what individuals have done in their lives—they are judged according to their works
· Conclusion: What will God remember you for?  You are making memories even now.
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