Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                             November 15, 2020
Judah in Renewal #4: Faithfulness to God (Ezra 9-10) 
Previously in chapters 1-3, the first group of the exiles returns to begin rebuilding the Temple while, in chapters 4-6, opposition arises yet God prevails.  Here in chapters 7-8, Ezra returns with other exiles emphasizing God’s Word only, in chapters 9-10, to discover Judah once again rejects God’s instruction.  
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word…

I. THE TRANSGRESSION BY THE PEOPLE (9:1-15)
A. Ezra's pain (9:1-4)

1. The report (9:1-2): Ezra is told that many Jews-including some priests and Levites-are imitating the local pagans. Israelite men have even married pagan women.

2. The response (9:3-4): Ezra tears his clothes, pulls hair from his head and beard, and sits down in sad shock.
Ezra 9:10: And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? for we have forsaken thy commandments…
· Grammatical Usage: “God” or “Elohim” meaning, “God” in the sense of emphasizing three things: greatness, power, and prestige; “say” or “'amar” meaning, “speak; utter” in the Hebrew context of the heart; “forsaken” or “`azab” meaning, “let alone; depart from”; “commandments” or “Mitsvah” meaning “instruction” of man; God’s code of wisdom.
· Literal Interpretation: Now, our God Who is great, powerful with all prestige: in light of Who you are what can we say from the depth of our very being in light of this? For we have let alone and then departed the instruction given our forefathers from You which is right from wrong.
B. Ezra's prayer (9:5-15): Ezra prays to the Lord, confessing the faithlessness of Judah and the faithfulness of the Lord.

1. The faithlessness of the people of Judah (9:6-7, 10-15)

a. Their past sins (9:6-7)

b. Their present sins (9:10-15)
2. The faithfulness of the Lord (9:8-9)
Elements of Ezra’s prayer (compare to Daniel 9:14-19; Nehemiah 9:5-38):

1. V 6: 

General confession

2. V 7: 

Acknowledgement of former sins

3. Vv 8-9: 

Reminders of God’s mercy

4. Vv 10-12: 
Confession of the immediate sin

5. Vv 13-15: 
Heartfelt guilt admission; appeal for mercy

This thorough admission of sins can serve as a model for own prayers of confession today
II. THE CONFESSION BY THE PEOPLE (10:1-44)
A. The repentance (10:1-2): Convicted of their sins after hearing Ezra's prayer, the people cry out to God for forgiveness.  Conviction:
1. is not simply a guilty conscience or even shame over sin which is experienced by everyone (feeling)
2. is not a sense of trepidation or a foreboding of punishment (fear)
3. is not merely knowledge of right and wrong (familiarity) 
4. is to be convinced of the truth which is an act of the Holy Spirit (finality)
B. The resolve (10:3-12): The people promise to separate from the pagans in the land, and the men will divorce their pagan wives.
C. The record (10:13-44): A process is decided upon to deal with all the intermarriages. The names of all the guilty leaders are recorded.
· Conclusion: God’s test is always obedience.  How do you measure up?
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