Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                             November 29, 2020
Judah in Renewal 5: Nehemiah and the Walls
Nehemiah has two natural divisions. One focuses on the actual building of the Jerusalem walls while the later describes the shaping of the hearts of God's people as a result.  How?  The answers prove life challenging and changing:
Nehemiah 1:1 – “The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah….”
· Grammatical Usage: “Words” or in the Hebrew, “Dabar” meaning, “speech; things done; business”; “Nehemiah” or “nechemyâh” meaning “Jehovah comforts”; Hacaliah or “chăkalyâh” meaning, “whom Jehovah enlightens.”
· Literal Interpretation: The account in word and deed of Nehemiah, “Jehovah comforts” the son of he “whom Jehovah enlightens.”  
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word:
I. (1:1-3) THE SHAMEFUL STATE OF GOD’S KINGDOM PROGRAM

A. (1:1a) Discernment of Nehemiah 
1. The third man called
a. Zerubbabel: brought the exiles home; the temple is built

b. Ezra: reformed their lifestyles and reestablished the Word and worship of God 

c. Nehemiah: built up the walls, delivered the people from oppression and provided that the law of God was carried out among them
2. Time Reference – Nov / Dec -- 446/445 B.C.
a. This date is important because the prophet Daniel, a contemporary of Ezra and Nehemiah, wrote the “70 weeks of years” prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27) based on a very specific date—March 15, 445 BC. This date is crucial to the beginning of the prophecy as it starts the prophetic timeline, which ends with the second coming of Jesus Christ

b. We are currently living between the 69th and 70th week

3. Place Reference – Susa
4. His occupation: cup bearer
B. (:1b-2) Details Surrounding the Background of the Book of Nehemiah
1. Occasion: Eyewitness Report direct from Jerusalem
2. He cared enough to ask

3. God informs Nehemiah

4. He kept his heart open to God’s leading

5. Primary Issue of Concern
a. Status of the People of God
b. Status of the Work of God
C. (:3) Distressed State of God’s Kingdom Program
1. Problem #1 – God’s People Need Reviving / Rebuilding
a. Revival refers to a spiritual reawakening from a state of dormancy or stagnation in the life of a believer

b. It encompasses the resurfacing of a love for God, an appreciation of God's holiness, a passion for His Word and His church, a convicting awareness of personal and corporate sin, a spirit of humility, and a desire for repentance and growth in righteousness (Ps. 85:6)
c. Revival breaks the charm and power of the world, which blinds the eyes of men, and generates both the will and power to live in the world but not of the world
d. Nehemiah senses God’s calling

2. Problem #2 – God’s Work (The Walls / Gates) Needs Reviving / Rebuilding
a. Work is done not only to benefit the worker, but others also (Exodus 23:10-11; Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Ephesians 4:28).

b. Work is a gift from God and, for His people, will be blessed (Psalm 104:1-35; 127:1-5; Ecclesiastes 3:12-13, 5:18-20; Proverbs 14:23)
c. His work is creative, purposeful, and thorough; it is enjoyable to Him and beneficial to us (Psalm 92:4)
d. Our work reflects our dedication to God (Colossians 3:23)
e. God equips His people for their work (Ex. 31:2-11).
· Conclusion: What work is God calling you to?  Hear and heed.
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