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Jude 17-21 – Staying Strong with God 
Jude 17 - “But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ”
After Jude’s detailed description of false teachers and warning to the church, he turns to the antidote to avoid falling away.   What?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  
· Grammatical Usage: “Remember” or in the Greek , “ Mnaomai” means, “return, recall, remind”; “words” or “Rhema” means, “subject, narration, command”; “apostles” or “Apostolos” means, “one sent forth.”
· Literal Application: “But, beloved, you must remember…return to, recall, consistently remind yourselves of the words…subjects, narrations and the commands previously spoken by the ones personally sent forth by of our Lord Jesus Christ”
· Contextual/Comparison: If the church is to oppose and defeat false teachers, thereby preserving the true faith, it must be strong and able to “stand against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11).  In this closing paragraph, Jude gives four instructions on how to stand strong with God and resist false teaching:
1. Remember God’s Word (Vv 17-19).  From the very beginning, Satan has attacked God’s Word: “Yea, hath God said?” was the attack resulting in Eve’s disobedience (Gen. 3:1).  Once we question God’s Word, we are vulnerable to all of Satan’s attacks.  Why?  Only the truth of God’s Word can protect us from Satan’s attacks and lies (Isaiah 8:20).  

a. Remember who gave the Word (V 17).  While the Lord had many disciples, he only chose a few as apostles.  To qualify, a believer had to be a witness of the resurrection of Christ (Acts1:21, 22; 1 Cor. 9:1).  Since Christ had committed “the faith” (V 3) to His apostles, a critical test in relation to all claiming to teach the truth was and is, “Is this what the apostles taught?” Remember, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:15–17).  Perhaps the strongest verses on the issue of the sufficiency of the Bible come from the book of Psalms. In Psalm 19:7–14, David rejoices in God’s Word, declaring it to be perfect, trustworthy, right, radiant, enlightening, sure and altogether righteous;
b. Remember what they said (V 18).  Jude, Peter, Paul and John all prophesied that, in the last days, mockers would deny the Word of God (2 Pet. 3:3; 1 Tim. 4; 2 Tim. 3; 1 Jn. 2:18; 4:1-6).  Multiple warnings demands serious attention.  “Walking after their own lusts” explains why false teachers attack the Word – it condemns their lifestyle.  Before Satan can substitute his own lies, he must get rid of the Bible.  If he cannot argue it away, he will laugh, ridicule and deny it away;
c. Remember why they said it (V 19).  Just as there was “false fire” in the tabernacle (Lev. 10), there is “false fire” in today’s church.  Appeals to a “deeper walk” than your church or “a better understanding of God’s Word” than the average pastor or a higher “quality” religion than most is a sensual approach: entertainment, wealth, uninhibited life style to draw disciples away from God (Acts 20:30).
2. Build Your Christian Faith (Vv 20-21).  Apostates are in the business of tearing down what God has established, therefore we must build such up:

a. Our “most holy faith” (V 20) and “the faith once delivered unto the saints” (V 3) is our foundation – both of which are codified and completely depend upon the Word of God as central to our relationship, growth, understanding and work for God;
b. The power for building the Christian’s spiritual life comes from prayer: “praying in the Holy Ghost” (V 20).  The Holy Spirit is, “the Spirit of grace and supplications” (Zech. 12:10).  We do not pray our will done in Heaven, but God’s will done on earth – this completely reorients our view: we worship God in Spirit (Phil. 3:3) therefore we pray to God with the guidance of the Holy Spirit;
c. Jude adds abiding in God’s love (V 21).  He did not write, “Keep yourselves saved” but that we are “preserved in Jesus Christ” (V 1) and Christ Himself said, “Continue in my love” (Jn. 15:9).  Jesus also said the evidence of our love is obedience (Jn. 15:10).  As we obey Christ, keeping His Word ever present, we learn to hate evil (Ps. 97:10), live a separated life (2 Cor. 6:14-18), “looking” (V 21) or ‘earnestly expecting’ our Lord’s return (so we do not find ourselves in sin!).  
· Conclusion: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Mt. 7:21).  Billy Graham said the greatest mission field is the church itself.  Why?  So many are deceived, never having prayed the sinner’s prayer but fallen for the false assurance of a false teacher.  Honestly: do you know Christ?
PAGE  
2
Reverend Tony Raker

Grace Evangelical Free Church, 718 E. Queen Street, Strasburg, VA 22657

tonyraker@yahoo.com / www.graceevfreechurchva.org 

