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Jude 1c – Preserved in Jesus 
Jude 1 - “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called….”
Jude, Jesus’ half-brother, in this very first verse underscores: servant; sanctified; and now preserving.  What does it mean to be preserved in Jesus?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  Jude writes that evil works are the evidence of apostasy. He admonishes us to contend for the faith, for there are tares among the wheat. False prophets are in the church and the saints are in danger. Jude is a small but important book worthy of study, written for application by the Christian of today.
· Grammatical Usage: “Sanctified” or in the Greek, “Hagiazo” meaning, “called, set apart”; “preserved” or “Tereo” meaning, “kept; guard, care for.”
· Literal Application: Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to the called ones who have always been loved by God, the Father and who have always been kept by Jesus Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: Jude begins with three essential points:
1. A servant (Jude 1a): 
2. A call: (Jude 1b):  Jude makes a distinction which marks a true follower of Christ: one is both called to Christ and called out of worldliness;
3. A preservation (Jude 1c): What God does for us we reflect in kind.  There is a two-part aspect to Jude’s observation and, given his relationship with Jesus’, both aspects are driven home with respect to relationship and testimony:
A. Preserved in our relationship.  Preservation or perseverance of the saints is the phrase used to summarize what the Bible teaches about the everlasting security of the believer. It answers the question, “Once a person is saved, can he lose his salvation?”
a. God, by His own power through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, keeps or preserves the believer forever. This wonderful truth is seen in Ephesians 1:13-14, where we see that believers are “sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchase possession, to the praise of His glory.” When we are born again, we receive the promised indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that is God’s guarantee that He who began a good work in us will complete it (Philippians 1:6).
b. The understanding of this doctrine really comes from understanding the unique and special love that God has for His children. Romans 8:28-39 tells us that 1) no one can bring a charge against God’s elect; 2) nothing can separate the elect from the love of Christ; 3) God makes everything work together for the good of the elect; and 4) all whom God saves will be glorified.
c. One of the misconceptions about our preservation is that it will lead to “carnal Christians” who believe that since they are eternally secure they can live whatever licentious lifestyle they wish and still be saved.  Those who are saved will indeed be conformed to the image of Christ through the process of sanctification (1 Corinthians 6:11). When a person is saved, the Holy Spirit breaks the bondage of sin and gives the believer a new heart and a desire to seek holiness. Therefore, a true Christian will desire to be obedient to God and will be convicted by the Holy Spirit when he sins. True Christians will never “live any way they want” because such behavior is impossible for someone who has been given a new nature (2 Corinthians 5:17).
B. Preserved in our testimony: Beyond the concept of perseverance in regard to salvation, there are biblical exhortations to persevere in the Christian life:
a. In his pastoral epistles to Timothy, Paul reminds him to “watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers” (1 Timothy 4:16). This is a warning to all Christians—perseverance in godly living and believing the truth always accompany genuine conversion (John 8:31; Romans 2:7).
b. James also exhorts us to persevere “under trials” because those who do will be blessed and will receive the “crown of life” which God has promised (James 1:12). Just as the true believer will be eternally secure in his salvation, his faith will also persevere in affliction, sickness, persecution, and the other trials of life that befall all believers. Godly living engenders persecution (2 Timothy 3:12), but the faithful will persevere, kept by the power of the Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of our salvation and who will keep us “strong to the end,” persevering so we will be “blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:8).
· Conclusion: For the non-believer, this is the anchor for which they are searching.  For the believer, this is the assurance which carries us on.  Where do you stand?
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