Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                    March 25, 2018
Jude 22-25 – Make a Difference for God 
Jude 22 - “And of some have compassion, making a difference:”
Jude gives four instructions on how to stand strong with God and resist false teaching.  Besides remembering God’s Word and building our faith (Vv 17-21), what are the final two instructions?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  
· Grammatical Usage: “Compassion” in the Greek is, “Eleeo” meaning, “mercy, aid”; “difference” or “Diakrino” meaning, “distinction; discern.”
· Literal Application: “And on some have mercy, aiding them to discern.”
· Contextual/Comparison: Jude’s final four points, including (1) remember God’s Word and (2) build your faith as personal challenges, has the final two points geared towards a believer’s engagement (see previous message for points 1 & 2):   
3. Exercise Spiritual Discernment (Vv22-23).  Three types of troubled people are described by Jude, along with the Biblical approach to each:


a. The doubting (V 22).  Pressured by false teachers and still tied to their cultural beliefs (materialism; paganism; intellectualism; humanism, etc.,) these are babes in Christ or those considering the claims of Christ, both easily swayed by false teachers.  These are people who are wavering, the “unstable souls” of 2 Peter 2:14.  It is no secret that false teachers prey especially of the unstable as well as the disgruntled within the church (note V 16: “murmurers” and “complainers”).  As hard as it may be, our responsibility is to have mercy …compassion upon them, seeking to lead them away from the influences prompted by false teachers.  This is why Bible-centric churches are essential.  Paul Sent Timothy to young believers in Thessalonica to better establish their faith (1 Thess. 2).  Every Christian needs a mature believer to teach them how to stand and walk in faith literally, as the King James phrases it, “…making a difference.”  
b. The burning (V 23a).  These are people who have left the church, joining the apostates.  Jude is clear: they need to be snatched from the fire!  The angels took Lot by the hand and pulled him out of Sodom (Gen. 19:16), and sometimes this must be done in order to rescue unstable believers from wrong influencers.
c. The dangerous (V 23b).  The phrase, “with fear” means ‘with caution.’  In trying to help those who have erred, we must be careful not to be trapped ourselves!  When an unstable believer has been influenced…captured by false doctrine, in trying to help Satan can use him/her to defile us.  In trying to save such, we may be stained or burned ourselves.  The conviction Jude is laying down is that strong believers must never think they are beyond satanic influences.  Yes, we love God’s people, but we must hate sin and understand its influence.  Defilement spreads rapidly and secretly, therefore only those equipped to deal with false teachers or those influenced should engage.  It takes a good knowledge of the Word, a faithful walk with Christ, an understanding of Satan’s ways…acknowledgement of one’s personal, spiritual challenges which is part of discernment.  A word to the church: it is much easier to instruct new Christians properly, grounding them in their faith and keeping them away from false teachers than mounting a spiritual rescue, “…snatching them out of the fire!” 
4. Commit Yourself to Christ (Vv 24-25).  How do we stand for God and make a difference?  
a. Yield to Christ.  Jude is NOT writing about losing one’s salvation.  He has already stated in V 1 that we are “preserved” and cannot be lost.  Jude IS writing about our daily walk with the Lord, being careful not to go astray or stumble;
b. Look to being presented by Christ.  The purpose of salvation is not simply to rescue sinners from hell, as wonderful as this is, but the grand purpose is that God may be glorified for all eternity with the presentation of the saints to the Father (Eph. 1:6; 12; 14).  How?  By paying to attention to our life: “And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure” (1 Jn. 3:3);

c. Acknowledge Christ.  Jude commands us to see Jesus as the only true God…the only one that answers our origin, meaning, morality and destiny… “the only wise God.”  Critical to this James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”  Wisdom from God keeps us from stumbling in life!;
· “Glory” is the sum total of God;
· “Majesty” is God’s magnificence – He is one of a kind;

· “Dominion” is God’s sovereignty and total rule;

· “Power” is God’s authority applied, even over spiritual darkness;
· Conclusion: What was Jude really communicating?  He is reminding us of the greatness of Jesus Christ.  If only we could truly comprehend Jesus’ totality in every facet of life we would never be led astray by false teachers.  Like the young man who falls in love and marries…no longer interested in old girl friends… so the believer keeps himself, “…in the love of God” (Jude 21)…caught up in the glories of God – never enticed by the Satan’s substitutes.  Have you been caught up in a substitute…chasing what brings you only disappointment, discouragement, defilement, delusion, defeat?  “There is a Savior…What joys express…His eyes are mercy…His word is rest…For each tomorrow…For yesterday…There is a Savior…Who lights our way.”  Receive Jesus and live!  
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