Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                  February 4, 2018
Jude 4-7 – False Teachers in the Church 
Jude 4 - “For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.”
The fellowship of the saints is critical to God’s work both in and among believers as well as unbelievers.  When broken, the church becomes dysfunctional and it’s witness in tatters.  How does this happen?   To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  
· Grammatical Usage: “Ungodly” or in the Greek, “Asebes” meaning, “impious; destitute of reverence”; “lasciviousness” or “Aselgeia” meaning, “excess; unbridled lust”; “denying” or “Arneomai” meaning, “opposing, refusing, rejecting”.
· Literal Application: Because certain men have crept in secretly, those who, of old, have been previously indicted unto this judgment – irreverent men who have twisted out of shape the grace of our God into immorality and excess by even opposing our Sovereign and our Lord Jesus Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: Just as the saints were previously loved, kept and called (V 1), so these apostates are no surprise to an omniscient God and nether should they be to us.  Breaking down V 4 helps us identify spiritual infiltrators:
V 4: “crept in” brings up to points:
1. Crept into the fellowship (church): the Greek words translated “fellowship” in the New Testament means essentially a mutual, beneficial partnership within Christ which we can’t have with those outside of the faith; 

2. Crept in unnoticed: Jesus warned us that "false Christs and false prophets" will come and will attempt to deceive even God's elect (Matthew 24:23-27). This is why visitors, those looking to join and those seeking to work within the fellowship should be engaged as to their testimony and Biblical understanding.  
V 4: Ungodly or irreverent: A person’s lifestyle is a reflection of the true self.  Galatians 5:22-23 tells us, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control." The fruit of the Holy Spirit is the result of the Holy Spirit's presence in the life of a Christian. 

The fruit of the Holy Spirit is in direct contrast with the acts of the sinful nature in Galatians 5:19-21. This passage describes all people, to varying degrees, when they do not know Christ and therefore are not under the influence of the Holy Spirit. Our sinful flesh produces certain types of fruit that reflect our nature, and the Holy Spirit produces types of fruit that reflect His nature;
V 4: Perverting grace: Forgiveness is not a license to continue in sin.  The apostle Paul answered a very similar question in Romans 6:1-2. The idea that a person could "trust in Jesus Christ" for salvation and then go on living just as he/she lived before, is absolutely foreign to the Bible. Believers in Christ are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17). The Holy Spirit changes us from producing the acts of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21) to producing the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). The Christian life is a changed life because the Christian is changed;
V 4: Denying Jesus: In Matthew 16:15-16, Jesus asks, "Who do you say I am?" Peter answers, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God," and for this answer Peter is called "blessed." In 2 John 9, we read, "Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son." In other words, Jesus Christ and His work of redemption is of utmost importance; beware of anyone who denies that Jesus is equal with God, who downplays Jesus' sacrificial death, or who rejects Jesus' humanity. 
V 4: Indicted unto this judgment: That God takes apostasy and false teaching seriously is evidenced by the fact that every New Testament book except Philemon contains warnings about false teaching.  The great tragedy is, whether knowingly or unknowingly, the apostate teacher dooms his unsuspecting followers. One of the most frightening verses in all of Scripture comes from the lips of Jesus. Speaking to His disciples about the religious leaders of His day, He said, “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit” (Matthew 15:14). This verse is alarming because Jesus affirms that it is not only the false teachers that go to destruction, but their disciples also follow them.
· Conclusion: Many have been turned off by false teachers.  Actually, this is a good thing based upon Jesus’ observation.  But be careful not to confuse a false teacher of a false religion with the truth of Christ and genuine salvation.  Have you? 
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