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Jude 5-7 – Led Astray 
Jude 5 - “I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.”
What is indisputable is the fact that unbelief is the force that gives birth to all of our bad behavior…our rebellion against God.  It is the root.  From where does it come?   To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  
· Grammatical Usage: “Destroyed” or in the Greek, “Apollumi” means, “put away; abolish; perish”; “believed not” or “Pisteuo me” or, “not persuaded.”  
· Literal Application: But I want to remind you, although once you knew all about it, that Jesus, after He had saved the people out of Egypt, later abolished those who were not persuaded. 
· Contextual/Comparison: The ultimate loss of both God and man is saving faith: man because he perishes without God; God because the individual for whom Jesus died, created in His own image, is marred beyond redemption due to unbelief.  To Jude, there is no greater threat: 

V 5: There are heretics (a person at odds with Scripture) in the church and Jude reminds believers of the danger of unbelief associated with false teachers by asserting the truth of history.  Jesus saved a large group from Egypt, but it was a mixed multitude (Ex. 12:38).  There were unbelievers in the group.  Jesus later destroyed the unbelievers from among the people of Israel (Heb. 3:10-19).  Key:
· Spatial and social association with God’s redeemed elect is no guarantee of sanctity.  Many who came through the Red Sea were not believers.  They fell in the wilderness in the next 38 years.  The false teachers…heretics of V 4 were similarly associated with saints, but God knows the difference (Jn. 10:27);

· Jude says what happened in Israel will happen to false teachers and their followers today.  Why?
· There was the sin of lust described in Numbers 11:34 as, “…the grave of greediness or of lust.”  Paul amplifies this in 1 Cor. 10:6 where we must not “set our hearts on evil things” including pleasures and possessions of the world (Mk. 4:19; 1 Jn. 2:15-16);

· There was the sin of idolatry described in Exodus 32:1-6.  Moses was delayed on the mountain top so the people created an image of God.  A graven image is an image carved out of stone, wood, or metal.  The progression of idolatry in a pagan religion generally starts with the acknowledgement of a power that controls natural forces in such an image.  Yet, “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth” Jn. 4:24.  True worship results in obedience; false worship results in disobedience ranging from cheating on God to all forms of self-gratification;
· There was the sin of tempting God (De. 6:16; Mt. 4:7), meaning to try God’s patience.  The children of Israel often complained that Moses and God demanded too much, longing for the world they had in Egypt.  This resulted in the mistaken belief that God would forgive them even if they do look back; taste; touch; slip a little; hold back a little, in violation of De. 10:12: serving with all your heart; Luke 9:62: “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” – Jesus;
· There was the sin of murmuring, complaining, grumbling (Ex. 14:11; Nu. 11:1).  How many believers grumble and gripe, become dissatisfied with the direction God gives through His leaders, complaining to others?  The warning is clear: 1 Cor. 10:1-12.
V 6: Jude harkens back to the first rebellion against God emphasizing that these recipients of Jesus’ judgement, based upon their lawless deeds, are held in “everlasting chains under darkness” awaiting sure, final judgment.  We don’t know the full reality of these chains, but Jude assures false teachers will experience the same as they await their final judgment.  
V 7: Jude goes a step further, underscoring God’s judgment upon the cities serves as an illustration of the diving reaction to the undermining, twisting and ignorance of His Word.  God does, indeed, judge sin: “…if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly” – 2 Peter 2:6.  “Set forth” or “serve as an example” is a verb meaning “to expose openly to public view,” often used in relation to caskets at funerals.  Judgment is certain.
· Conclusion: The sin of Israel was rebellious unbelief (Heb. 3:12).  The sin of the angels was rebellion against God.  The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was continuing in unnatural sin.  Jude affirms that unbelief, rebellion against authority and disregard, even contempt for God’s order are characteristics of false teachers.  This is why Paul admonishes Timothy, “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers”) – 1 Timothy 4:16.
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