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Matthew 2:1 – Jesus and Wise Men
In a culmination of sin, centuries and God’s personal intercession into the affairs of humanity, salvation in the form of a baby sparks worship and danger as “wise men” alert the authorities.  Who are they?  Why the trek?  We learn more by:
Matthew 2:1 – “Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem”
· Grammatical Usage: “Wise men” or in the Greek, “Magos” means, “astrologers.”
· Literal Interpretation: After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, astrologers from the east arrived in Jerusalem 
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word as the magi were men who:

1. Read and believed God's Word.  The magi knew of the writings of the prophet Daniel, who in time past had been the chief of the court seers in Persia. Daniel 9:24-27 includes a prophecy which gives a timeline for the birth of the Messiah. Also, the magi were aware of the prophecy of Balaam (who was from the town of Pethor on the Euphrates River near Persia) in Numbers 24:17. Balaam's prophecy specifically mentions a “star coming out of Jacob.”  Like these wise men, we should believe the Bible because:

a. It’s prophetic accuracy.  From the days of Moses, the Bible predicted events no one wanted to believe. Before Israel went into the Promised Land, Moses predicted that Israel would be unfaithful, that she would lose the land God was giving her, and that she would be dispersed throughout all the world, regathered, and then reestablished (Deuteronomy 28–31).  Central to Old Testament prophecy was the promise of a Messiah who would save God’s people from their sins and eventually bring judgment and peace to the whole world.  This is the prophecy driving these wise men.
b. It’s historical and geographical accuracy.  Down through the ages, many have doubted the historical and geographical accuracy of the Bible. Yet modern archaeologists have repeatedly unearthed evidence of the people, places, and cultures described in the Scriptures. Time after time, the descriptions in the biblical record have been shown to be more reliable than the speculations of scholars.  This accuracy led the wise men across 900 miles on no fool’s errand. 
2. Sought Jesus. We know that the magi were wise men from "the East," most likely Persia, or modern-day Iran. This means the wise men traveled 800 to 900 miles to see the Christ child.  The central figure in the Old Testament, though not mentioned by name, is Jesus Christ. Jesus explained this to his disciples after his resurrection. Luke tells us that “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,” Jesus “interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke  24:27).
3. Recognized the worth of Christ. When they arrived in Bethlehem, they gave costly gifts to Jesus and worshiped Him. We assume that there were three wise men because of the three gifts that were given: gold, incense, and myrrh (Matthew 2:11). However, the Bible does not say there were only three wise men. There could have been many more. Tradition says that there were three and that their names were Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, but since the Bible does not say, we have no way of knowing whether the tradition is accurate.
4. Humbled themselves to worship Jesus.  The wise men were guided to look for the King of the Jews by a miraculous stellar event, the “Star of Bethlehem,” which they called “His star” (Matthew 2:2). They came to Jerusalem and asked concerning the birth of Christ, and they were directed to Bethlehem (Matthew 2:4–8). They followed God’s guidance joyfully (Matthew 2:10).  
5. Obeyed God rather than man.  God warned them in a dream against returning to Herod, so, in avoidance of the king, they left Judea by another route (Matthew 2:12).
· Conclusion: Have you found Jesus?  He is as close as your prayer.
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