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Revelation 16 The Bowl Judgments (Part 6: In the Midst of Darkness)
Revelation 16:10 “And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain”
The fifth of seven bowl judgments is deployed here in Revelation 16: 10-11.  What is it?  What is the lesson for us today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “Darkness” or  in the Greek, “cover with darkness”
· Literal Application: “The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish”
· Contextual & Comparison: As with the fifth trumpet, this bowl judgment results in darkness, as also in the ninth plague of Egypt (Ex. 10:21-23).  Two critical points:
1. THE OBJECT OF THE FIFTH BOWL—THE THRONE OF THE BEAST
First, we are told the bowl is poured out “upon the throne of the beast.”  Regardless of his apparent power, the beast will not be able to escape God’s judgment.

Second, the beast refers to a person as well as to a political system; therefore, his throne is a definite place. Men will marvel at the beast and proclaim “who is like the beast, and who is able to make war with him” (Rev. 13:4). Remember, he will be seen as the solution to the world, the answer to mankind, the hope of the world.

Due to world conditions on every front and in every area of the globe, things will look hopeless. The world will look for answers in some new and great world leader whether political, religious, or both. Such a man will come, but he will be “the man of lawlessness” and “the son of perdition who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god … displaying himself as God” (2 Thess. 3 and 4). He will also be “the one whose coming (his historical ascendancy to power) is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9).

Now suddenly at this point in the Tribulation, like a bowl poured out, a judgment of darkness is poured out on the beast’s throne, the very place of his rule, and neither Satan nor this man can alleviate this judgment. This will clearly illustrate that there is only one hope, the Eternal God and Creator, the Lord Jesus Christ whom the world has by-in-large rejected; the One who alone is the Light of the world. What irony strikes here (John 1:3-5, 9-11)!

2. THE EFFECTS OF THE FIFTH BOWL
The first effect is seen in “his kingdom became darkened.” The verb “became” in the Greek text suggests suddenly (predicted by Jesus, Mt. 24:9; foretold by Joel (Joel 2:1, 2).   Of course, we are reminded of the “thick darkness” in Egypt which was so thick it could be felt (Exodus 10:21). See darkness supplement.
As you read this, do not lose sight of the fact that this is a brief forecast of the outer darkness, pain, and torment that men will face in the lake of fire (Mt. 5:30; 22:13; 8:12). It is a literal taste of hell. But it is also designed to symbolize the nature of the beast and his kingdom, his power, and Satan who gives him his power. It is a kingdom of great darkness (Col. 1:13a; 2 Cor. 4:4; 11:13-15).

The second effect: “And they gnawed their tongues because of the pain Here is a graphic picture of the most intense and excruciating agony and pain, and a pain that cannot be alleviated.

In 9:21 the word “sorceries” is the Greek “farmakeia” from “farmakeuw”: “to administer drugs.” In connection with the witchcraft of that day there will be widespread use of drugs. Nearly everyone will have access to drugs to deaden their pain. But even this will have no effect to relieve their pain.

The third and final effect: “And they blasphemed the God of heaven … and they did not repent of their deeds” (vs. 11). In these words we are clearly told that the world will be conscious that the “God of heaven” is the source of these judgments. There will, at this time, be no more atheists or agnostics. All men will know, like the demons, that God exists, but they remain stubborn in their rebellion. Oh, the hardness and stubbornness of the human heart! 
· Conclusion: These verses clearly refute the idea of a final universal salvation of all men who will finally repent when faced with God’s judgment.  The darkness is real.  Hell is real.  Damnation is real…except for those who placed their trust Jesus as Savior.  Today is the day to do just that!
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