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Revelation 16 The Bowl Judgments (Part 7: Preparing for Armageddon)
Revelation 16:12 “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.”
The sixth of seven bowl judgments is deployed here in Revelation 16: 12-16.  What is it?  What is the lesson for us today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “Dried up” or in the Greek, “Xeraino” meaning, “to make dry”; “prepared” or “Hetoimazo” means, “to make ready” in this context refers to physically, psychologically and of course spiritually.
· Literal Application: “The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to prepare physically, psychologically and spiritually the way for the kings from the east.”
· Contextual & Comparison: The sixth bowl is a judgment of deception, not affliction.  It is preparing a way.  The text is divided into two sections: the bowl itself (v 12) and a parenthetic section dealing with an overview of Armageddon (vv 13-16) which, combined, provides us six facts regarding this bowl judgment:
1. The judgement dries up the Euphrates River (v 12).  Having consulted over 100 commentaries, fifty different symbolic views of the river and the ‘kings from the East’ were a result which tells us to reject symbolism for a literal interpretation (Rev. 6:1-8; 6:12-17; 8:6 – 9:11; 9:12-21; 13:11-18). 

a. 1780 miles long; 300 to 1200 yards wide; 10 to 30 feet deep we are not told how it will be dried up, but Russia has built dams for irrigation and there are seasons when it is relatively dry yet, given a bowl is administered, clearly it will be at a precise moment per God’s direction.
b. Reason: gather a great, armed confederation to march on Israel
i. Sophisticated weapons no match for an occupying conqueror

ii. Nuclear destruction wastes land, materials, natural resources
c. Kings of the East: Palestine, Arabs, China headed by the antichrist
d. All nations are there to protect their specific national interests

2. There is a spirit source behind the confederation (vv 13, 14).  This revelation is both symbolic and literal:
a. Frogs: fallen angels deployed by the Dragon (Satan); ability to leap or efficiently/effectively spread deception; providing “power” or words to the antichrist and false prophet who convince kings of the East;
b. Performing signs: 1) deceptive dreams of glory; 2) visions of triumph and grandeur; igniting passions, striking fear, arousing jealousy thereby enticing all the world to join the fight (protect their turf, oil, etc.)
c. The call to all the nations indicates the one-world government isn’t in control as there is rebellion among many nations.  Yet, each assembles to protect its own interests: the evil spirits have done their job.
3. There is a day of Armageddon (v 14) or “great day of God Almighty”.  Jesus Christ returns to rule and reign over the earth; the age of Grace ends at this very moment.  Time and history will be known no more.
4. Great warning: Though many events precede the Second Coming and Satan himself is aware that it is impending, many will be unprepared: “naked” and “shamefully exposed” in relation to God’s righteousness.  
5. Place: Armageddon or the great valley of Megiddo east from Mount Megiddo in northern Israel, including the large plain of Esdraelon.  Armageddon is the Greek version of Megiddo, scene of great battles of the past including Barak vs. Canaanites (Judges 4), victory of Gideon over the Midianites (Judges 7).  Saul (1 Samuel 31:8) and Josiah (2 Kings 23:29-30; 2 Chronicles 35:22) were killed in this area.  Fourteen miles wide and twenty miles long, armies of the world will be up and down a greater region but this is a marshalling point.
6. Deception: Demonic deception is successful but seems to contradict Rev. 13 as the one-world government cobbled together by Satan is his version of the millennial world government.  Satan, antichrist and the false prophet are the unholy trinity.  Yet, here, countries have to be coaxed to fight it out for resources.  The larger deception is Satan pulling together the might of the world to fight the army of Heaven.  Specifically, Kings of the south: nations south of Palestine – Africa; north: north of Palestine including Russia; west: nations west of Palestine including the EU, Americas and Canada.  Futile in that when Christ speaks, judgment falls.  The nations are tricked into one battle, only to be caught in another –lost forever.
· Conclusion: When the sixth bowl is poured out, chronologically the time of the Second Coming is near.  Closer still is the time to accept Jesus as Savior.  Confess your sin, pray for God’s forgiveness, accept Jesus … who shed His innocent blood for you … as Savior.  Invite Him to be lord of your life.  Now is the day to pray!
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