Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                                                   May 7, 2017
Revelation 16 The Bowl Judgments (Part 5: Sin unto Death)
Revelation 16:9 – “And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.”
The fourth of seven bowl judgments is deployed here in Revelation 16: 8-9.  What is it?  What is the lesson for us today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “Blaspheme” or in the Greek “Blasphemeo” means, “to speak with reproach; revile; speak evil of”; “repent” or “Metanoeo” means, “heartily amend; change mind.”
· Literal Application: “They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they spoke evil of and cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues. They did not change their minds and give him glory.”
· Contextual & Comparison: Can there be any doubt now, that the total physical environment of the earth is the figure here? What is the specific analogy of v 8? 
· The sun in the physical realm is "the light of the world," even as Christ and his truth are the true spiritual light of people (John 1:9).
· When that which should be light is so polluted that it will only scorch and burn with fire, then the bowl of the wrath of God has been poured upon the sun.  
· The idea is that a scene of calamity and woe would occur as if the sun should be made to pour forth such intense heat that men would be "scorched."
· In the stratosphere, we find the "good" ozone that protects life on Earth from the Sun’s harmful ultraviolet rays.  Given the level of destruction so far, the angel enhances a stratospheric breakdown.

V 9: And they were scorched with great heat ...

The wars, revolutions, social unrest, bitterness and frustrations of our present times is only but a token of what is indicated by this. The less true light possessed by people from the Word of God, the more they are undergirded, scorched and burned by the fires of evil.
They blasphemed ... they repented not ...

By the final and terminal nature of these judgments: not for one moment did these people think of repenting.

The point of the passage is that another bowl of wrath, this time resulting in great heat, drives inhabitants into agonized rage against God.  Unimpressed by the message of the cross (2 Corinthians 4:4) they are impressed by the judgment of God: only to curse.  This brings up the question of unpardonable sin.  Is this what we are witnessing?  There are two aspects to this sin:
1. The unpardonable/unforgivable sin or “blasphemy of the Holy Spirit” is mentioned in Mark 3:22–30 and Matthew 12:22–32. Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter” (Mark 3:28), but then He gives one exception: “Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin” (verse 29).  The unforgivable sin is blasphemy (“defiant irreverence”) of the Holy Spirit in the context of the Spirit’s work in the world through Christ. The guilty party, a group of Pharisees, had witnessed irrefutable evidence that Jesus was working miracles in the power of the Holy Spirit, yet they claimed that He was possessed by the prince of demons, Beelzebul (Matthew 12:24; Mark 3:30).  They knew the prophecies, were seeing them fulfilled – yet they deliberately chose to deny the truth and slander the Holy Spirit. Standing before the Light of the World, bathed in His glory, they defiantly closed their eyes and became willfully blind. Jesus said this sin is unforgivable.
2. The blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, specific as it was to the Pharisees’ situation, cannot be duplicated today. Jesus Christ is not on earth, and no one can personally see Jesus perform a miracle and then attribute that power to Satan instead of the Spirit. The only unpardonable sin today is that of continued unbelief – an extension of the Pharisee’s sin. There is no pardon for a person who dies in his rejection of Christ. The Holy Spirit is at work in the world, convicting the unsaved of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8). If a person resists that conviction and remains unrepentant, then he is choosing hell over heaven. “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6), and the object of faith is Jesus (Acts 16:31). There is no forgiveness for someone who dies without faith in Christ.  God has provided for our salvation in His Son (John 3:16). Forgiveness is found exclusively in Jesus (John 14:6). To reject the only Savior is to be left with no means of salvation; to reject the only pardon is, obviously, unpardonable.
· Conclusion: “But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear.” (Zech 7:11).  Is this you?  God only tarries so long then passes by.  Don’t be left behind: plead Christ’s blood now
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