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Revelation 18:1, 2 Babylon’s Destruction (Part 1: Unclean Spirits)
Revelation 18:2 – “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.”
Revelation 17 concentrated upon the collapse of Religious Babylon.  Embarking upon Revelation 18, we now watch the collapse of Political Babylon.  Are we talking about a city or a culture?  Why the fall?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “fallen” or in the Greek, “Pipto” means, “to be thrust down”; “foul” or “Akathartos” means, “unclean in thought and life”; “hateful” or “Miseo” meaning, “detestable” as in association with abominations.
· Literal Application: “And he began to shout with a strong voice saying, ‘Babylon the Great has been thrust down, has been thrust down, and she has become a dwelling place for demons and the haunt of every unclean spirit and a cage for every dirty abomination and despised scavenger…”
· Contextual & Comparison: All of the material from Revelation 18:1 to Revelation 20:6 is descriptive of events at the actual second coming of our Lord.  Previously in Revelation 17 the antichrist has usurped the one-world religion, taken not only all its wealth but murdered its leadership as he becomes the sole focus of religion and politics.  Thinking he has finally arrived, he is met with…
V 1: The great angelic announcement.  This great angel is dispatched from God’s very presence, armed with great authority and power; the light of his glory so great that it blazes across the whole earth.  Why?  Psalm 90:8 “You have set our wrong-doing before You, our secret sins in the light of Your face.”  Jesus said, “Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known” (Luke 12:2).  (See “Secret Sin” supplement).  
Some assert that Babylon is either 1) the ancient physical city rebuilt on the Euphrates River at the head of the Persian Gulf or 2) all of the political commercial, social and cultural systems of the world melded into one.  While both make sense, neither is exclusive.  There is no reason to make this an either/or.  Correlating to Revelation 16:17-21, the seventh bowl judgment, we see both.
V 2-7: The reasons for Babylon’s destruction.  There are five reasons:  
1. Babylon will be destroyed because of spiritual corruption.  Given Babylon will not look to God, it will become a) the place for devils and their worship as well as b) the place for every foul spirit.

Note how graphically the picture is painted: it will become the cage for every unclean and hateful bird, a unified center of unclean spirits:

· Sexual deviance of all forms purposed, public and promoted;

· Lying, stealing and cheating the new normal;
· Revival of witchcraft, sorcery, astrology imposed;

· Secularism, materialism and humanism dominate behavior.

Scripture identifies several spirits that corrupt man:

A. The spirit of bondage: “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father” Romans 8:15.  The word religion comes from a Latin word meaning “to bind fast.”   Scripture speaks of unbelievers’ being in bondage to sin (Acts 8:23; Romans 6:6, 16, 19; 7:14; 2 Peter 2:19);

B. The spirit of the world: “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God” 1 Cor. 2:12.  This spirit is sinful cooperation; failure to be separated (2 Cor. 6:17);
C. The spirit of man: “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God: 1 Cor. 2:11.  This spirit is conscious of selfish schemes and plans, not God’s justice; 
D. The spirit that works in the children of disobedience.”…in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience” Eph. 2:2.  Life lived in the world's ways, standards and values reaps it’s rewards;
E. The spirit of false teaching and preaching.  “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world” 1 John 4:1;
F. The spirit of error.  “We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error” 1 Jn. 4:6.

· Conclusion:  Be right with God, right with others, and have a reverent and worshipful relationship with God.  By this shall they know you are of Christ.
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