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Revelation 18:3-5 Babylon’s Destruction (Part 2: Deception of Wealth)
Revelation 18:3 – “For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.”
Embarking upon Revelation 18, we now watch the collapse of Political Babylon for five reasons, the first of which was due to unclean spirits.  What are other reasons?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “fornication” or in the Greek, “porneía” meaning, “illicit, wrong relationship” in this usage, a metaphor for the defilement of idolatry.  
· Literal Application: “Because all of the nations have been drinking of the wine of the wrath aroused because of her defilement, and the kings of the earth have committed idolatry with her, and the merchants of the earth have gotten rich off the profits that her affluence yielded.”
· Contextual & Comparison: Continuing the narrative for Babylon’s fall:
Vv 2-7: The reasons for Babylon’s destruction.  There are five reasons:  

1. Vv 1, 2: Babylon will be destroyed because of spiritual corruption.  Given Babylon will not look to God, it will become a) the place for devils and their worship as well as b) the place for every foul spirit (previous notes);

2. V 3: Babylon will be destroyed because it corrupts nations, kings and commerce.  Babylon’s destruction is due to her global influence for sin, error and debauchery.  No nation will escape her corruption; even apostate Israel (not the 144,000) will be guilty.  Every king will yield to her political, economic, industrial and financial claims.  Her productive output will be so great and varied (vv 12-13) that profits from its sales will be prodigious.  Note that her ability to corrupt the world’s philosophy, theology and morals is linked with her dominate market position: a striking proof of 1 Timothy 6:10 – “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.”  This is pure spiritual fornication: the rejection of God for the devotion to technology, science, education, pleasure, recreation and comfort.
3. Vv 4, 5: Babylon will be destroyed because the city will corrupt people through secularism.  The time of her destruction is just before Christ’s second coming which explains how some believers are still within the city.  A similar action of God is His call to Lot to leave Sodom (Gen. 19:15, 16).  
One of the easiest things in the world is to become influenced by a society that offers comfort, health, education, possessions, pleasures, time, recreation, culture and art.  It feeds the physical and mental appetites but denies and rejects God.  Therefore, citizens of a secular society are led to focus life solely upon this world with a tragic destiny of an everlasting life in hell.
The doctrine of separation crosses Old and New Testaments, teaching true believers should be separate from "the world," mindful of associations with those who are "of the world":
Amos 3:3 – "Can two walk together except they be agreed?";
Eph. 5:11 – "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness”;
II Cor. 6:14 - "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers..."
Christians are called to live in a way that is distinct from the typical lifestyle of the world: John 17:15–17 - "I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth."
Practices and areas that should be separated include:
Mental Life: Thoughts, reading, attitudes

Physical Life: Dress, physical contact, entertainment, speech

Social Life: Friendships, courtship, career

Spiritual Life: Personal devotional life, fellowship with Christians, the Church

· Conclusion:  V5 is a reminder that God remembers iniquities.  It is intimidating to realize that God knows even our thoughts behind our actions.  Jesus said, “I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty word they have spoken” (Matthew 12:36).  God also remembers His own: “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9).  How do you wish to be remembered?  
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