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Revelation 18:5-7 Babylon’s Destruction (Part 4: Exchanging God for Lie)
Revelation 18:7 – “How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.”
Continuing with Revelation 18, we watch the collapse of Political Babylon for five reasons, the last two the subject of these notes.  What are they?  How do they impact my thinking and actions today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage:  “Glorified” or in the Greek, “Doxazo” meaning, “magnify, praise, celebrate”; “deliciously” or “Streniao” meaning, “luxuriously; completely intemperate”; “torment” or “Basanismos” meaning, “severe suffering”; “sorrow” or “Penthos” meaning, “mourning”.
· Literal Application: “To the degree that she magnified, praised and celebrated herself and lived intemperately, to that same degree give to her suffering and mourning.  Because she says in her heart, ‘I sit here like a queen; and I am not a widow, and I shall never experience sorrow.”
· Contextual & Comparison: Continuing the narrative for Babylon’s fall:
Vv 2-7: The reasons for Babylon’s destruction.  There are five reasons:  

1. Vv 1, 2: Babylon will be destroyed because of spiritual corruption;

2. V 3: Babylon will be destroyed because it corrupts nations, kings and commerce;   

3. Vv 4, 5: Babylon will be destroyed because the city will corrupt people through secularism;   
4. V 6: Babylon will be destroyed because the city will take the lead in persecuting God’s people.  The only people subject to persecution are those who have found Christ.  The only reason for the persecution is their testimony (convicting to others) as they have been excluded from all other aspects of life.  The ultimate accountability of men, all people, for the evil that they do is inherent in this: having accepted Satan's original lie that there is no penalty of sin. God told Adam and Eve of the penalty (Genesis 2:16, 17: And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”); but Satan said, "Thou shalt not surely die" (Genesis 3:4); and it was a lie. This is the operation of the divine principle that, "Vengeance belongeth unto me, saith the Lord; I will repay" (Romans 12:19). Compare, for similar language, Isaiah 40:2, "She hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." Isaiah 61:7, "For your shame ye shall have double."  God will surely punish sin unless it is repented of and forgiven.  This isn’t God being “mean” or unjustified; but God keeping His word (See supplement: Understanding God).  This verse reflects Jer. 50:29, where, "The archers arrayed against Babylon are told to recompense her according to her work."  
5. V 7: Babylon will be destroyed because of self-glory, pride, selfish extravagance and indulgence.  Key to this is James 1:17: “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”  V 7 underscores the denial of God according to Romans 1:25 – “Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.”  
I sit as a queen: Indicative of pride, and of an asserted claim to rule.

And am no widow: Am not in the condition of a widow--a state of depression, sorrow, and mourning. All this indicates security and self-confidence, a description in every way applicable to Papal Rome.

And shall see no sorrow: This is indicative of a state where there was nothing feared, notwithstanding all the indications of God’s previous judgments.
· Conclusion: People so insist upon their own way that God literally says, “Ok…thy will be done.”  The consequences of disobedience are clearly of our own making.  “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36).  James 4:17 says, “If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.” Once we know what is right, we are responsible to do it. And once we know something is sin, we are responsible to repent of it and forsake it. We dare not delay repentance. There was a time when the Lord shut the door of the ark, and the flood swept everyone outside the ark away (Genesis 7:16). There came a time when the wedding party began, and those who were not ready for the coming of the bridegroom were locked out (Matthew 25:1–13).  YOUR time of decision is now: place Christ at the heart of your life…and live!
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