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Revelation 18:8-20 Babylon’s Destruction (Part 4: Defeat and Victory)
Revelation 18:8 - “Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.”
Continuing with Revelation 18, we now watch God’s judgment fall upon Political Babylon.  What is the relevance for today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage:  “Plagues” or in the Greek, “Plege” means, “public calamity; heavy affliction”; “strong” or “Ischuros” meaning, “supremely powerful”.
· Literal Application: “So in one day her public calamity will come – death and mourning and famine.  And she will be burned down with fire, because God, the Lord who has judged her is supremely powerful.”
· Contextual & Comparison: Having identified the 5 reasons for Babylon’s judgment, God uncharacteristically initiates a quick judgment: 
V 8: The quickness of Babylon’s destruction.  This verse suggests one day while v 10 tells us the critical blow happens in literally one hour.  How?  By the strength of God.
a. The words “plague”, “death” and “mourning” refer to a life-ending strike.  Some suggest this is the ultimate use of chemical weapons, but God does not require man’s tools.  The emphasis here is more akin to the Exodus Passover (Exodus 12).  In this plague, God was teaching the Israelites a deep spiritual lesson that pointed to Christ.  God described how He would send the death angel through the land of Egypt, with orders to slay the firstborn male in every household, whether human or animal. The only protection was the blood of the lamb on the door. When the angel saw the blood, he would pass over that house and leave it untouched (Exodus 12:23).  No man-created tool was/is employed;
b. Just as the Passover pointed directly to Christ, so does the latter of v 8 which correlates directly to Mt. 28:18 (total authority); Eph. 1:22 (complete dominance); Acts 17:31 (fixed, righteous atonement).
Vv. 9-20: Impact of Babylon’s fall.  Global influence of this judgment is unmistakable:

a. V 9: Great mourning by politicians.  Whether closely aligned or economically dependent, national economies will plummet.  More directly, the beast who positioned himself as ‘god’, unassailable in 17:17, 18, is unable to maintain.  Note the wailing over material loss (Jeremiah 17:11);
b. Vv 11-17a: Great mourning by business and commercial people.  Listing at least 30 kinds of merchandise, Babylon was the global commercial center.  

1. V 13: “slaves” or “Soma” is actually is used of a (large or small) number of men closely united into one society, or family as it were; a social, ethical, mystical body like the church…here, the false church;

2. This is clarified by, “souls of men” specifically a society based upon the material where Hebrews 13:5, “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have” was violated resulting in Jesus’ teaching (Matthew 18:34) that loaners have become tormentors.
c. V 14: Futility of the wrong choice.  Anyone who resists God risks falling into spiritual deception (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10: And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved). Nature abhors a vacuum, and the void created by the eviction of truth will soon be filled by something less than true. Give up the truth, and you’ll believe just about anything, futilely pursuing – never fulfilled.
d. V 20: Great rejoicing by the heavenly host.  The collapse of godless Babylon means:

1. that the ungodliness and evil of this world are being conquered;

2. that righteousness is soon to be established among all people;

3. that Jesus Christ is to soon come and establish His kingdom on earth;

4. that there will be no more rejection and rebellion allowed by God;

5. that God will be worshipped and served by all people on earth;

6. that all of God’s people who were persecuted will be vindicated.

· Conclusion: The Bible describes those who choose to indulge in sin as being “darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts…they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more” (Eph. 4:18-19). One of the consequences of sin, therefore, is more sin. There’s an insatiable “lust for more,” attended by a dulling of the conscience and a blindness to spiritual truth (1 Corinthians 2:14). Jesus’ first words when He began His ministry were, “The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15).  Turn to God today.
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