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Revelation 19:11-16 Christ as Conqueror
Revelation 19:11 - “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.”
I’ve seen the bumper sticker which reads, “Christ is returning…and boy, is He mad!”  Why?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Faithful” or in the Greek, “Pistos” means, “kept trust”; “true” or “Alethinos” means, “sincere”; “righteousness” or “Dikaiosune” means, “virtue”.
· Literal Application: “And I looked up into the opened heaven and Look!  A white horse and the One sitting upon him, called Faithful (trustworthy) and True (sincere)!  And with pure virtue He is about to judge and wage war.”
· Contextual & Comparison: This passage launches the close of human history with Armageddon, the final and climatic war upon the earth.  This is the battle that destroys all the ungodly and evil upon this earth, ushering in righteousness as it was in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God….”  Jesus Christ Himself leads the battle…a picture of Christ seldom imagined as He comes as conqueror.  Yet, in these six verses there is no action: only a picture of how He will look:
V 11: The conquering Christ.  Satan’s man also rode a white horse (Rev. 6:1-2).  Now, the God-Man.  Heaven opened is a unique event noted in Mt. 24:30 and Ezekiel 1:1.  
· “Faithful” is a direct reference to the promise that He would come to judge the quick and the dead (Acts 10:42; 2 Tim. 4:1; 1 Peter 4:5) – and here He is!  
· “True” is an affirmation that even the ungodly can count on Jesus being true: rendering to a person what he has sown; judged and condemned for exactly what has been done (Ps. 62:12; Je. 17:10; Mt. 16:27).
· “War” refers to His righteousness as criteria for judgment – decisive/unrelenting.

V 12: The consuming Prince.  In his excitement, John omitted his verbs.  His vision of Christ is similar to his first sighting in Rev. 1:14 & 2:18 – reflective of Dan. 10:6.  
· Eyes like fire symbolizes His piercing, penetrating perception.  Nothing is hidden in a person’s heart as He knows our very motives (Hebrews 4:13);

· Crowns underscore His rule and authority over all kingdoms (Phil. 2:9-11)  The crowns which Satan presumed to display as his own (Rev. 12:3) and which the Beast wore (Rev. 13:1) are now properly worn by  the true Messiah.
· A name above every name (Phil. 2:9b), the mention of which results in universal submission to the Messiah.
V 13: The slaughtering, bloody Word of God.  The thrust is that our Lord is there on the business of judgment and that bloodshed is involved which symbolizes the blood of His enemies, not His own redemptive blood.  His very name being “Word of God” indicates all He has to do is speak and the very power and force of His Word will slaughter the ungodly and evil of the world (Isa. 11:4; Heb. 4:12).
V 14: The heavenly, warring Leader.  In keeping with Jesus’ own prophecy of Matthew 25:31, the army includes the redeemed and the multitude of angels clearly articulated in Jude 14-16.  Jude 15 specifically cites Jesus will “convict” (“Elegcho” in the Greek) meaning to refute (generally), reprove (personally) and reprimand (dispatch).  The context indicates even in the midst of everything to the contrary – so depraved are these sinners that they still refuse the Lordship of Christ; very much of the mindset of those who may be wrong…but never in doubt.  This is the mindset Jesus wars against.
V 15: The fierce Conqueror.  This is displayed three ways:

· He will have a weapon: a sharp sword proceeding out of His mouth which underscores the power of His Word.  The Word of God is the sword of God (Isa. 11:4; Eph. 6:17);
· He will smite and rule with a rod of iron (Ps. 2:9) and the “breath of His lips” slay the wicked (Is. 11:4);
· He will execute the fierce wrath of God the Almighty.
V 16: The revealed name.  Paul underscored this title with young Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:15, emphasizing Jesus Christ as the sovereign King and Sovereign Lord of the universe.  The key to this verse is that it leads to the slaughter of vv 17-18: the banishment of all those who have not acknowledged and subjected themselves to His sovereignty, who have not worshipped and served Him.
· Conclusion: “Stubborn as a mule” is a well-known idiom: “Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle” (Ps. 32:9).  When it comes to God, we should not be stubborn or obstinate or intractable. We must not turn our heads away and “stiffen the neck.” We must learn to yield and be pliable in His hands. It’s not our wish for God to use the bit and bridle on us. Interestingly, this applies to the saved and unsaved alike.
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