The Power of His Resurrection (Philippians 3:1-16)
Prologue
The church at Philippi had a special significance for Paul – it was the first church he founded in Europe.  You may recall Acts 16:6 where Timothy joined Paul and Silas, 

“And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia…they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them…And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, ‘come over to Macedonia and help us’…So setting sail they made a voyage to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia – a Roman Colony…One who heard us was a woman named Lydia…V. 14 The Lord opened her heart to pay attention what was said by Paul…she was baptized and her household.”
Hence the church in Europe was born in the north eastern part Greece, close to the Bulgarian boarder.

You may also recall that Paul and Silas were imprisoned there for exorcising a demon from a fortune-telling slave girl, but God miraculously delivered them and, in the process, their jailer came to know Christ.

Unlike Corinth or Galatia, the Philippian church was a spiritually healthy church for whom Paul had a special place in his heart and encouraged them towards spiritual maturity.  However, this trek towards maturity was threatened … and the very same impediments subverting the church at Philippi threatens us this morning as we, too, strive to know the power of His resurrection.
Our Text comes from Philippians 3:1-16 (read).
Prayer
1. Throughout his ministry as an apostle of Jesus Christ, Paul had to contend with certain Jewish Christians

   a. Known today as "Judaizers", they were false teachers who often followed Paul wherever he went

   b. They would try to bind the act of circumcision and the Law of Moses upon Gentile Christians – this is documented in Acts 15:1-2:
But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.
2. Even as Paul writes this "epistle of joy", encouraging the brethren to rejoice in the Lord (3:1), he finds it necessary to warn them of these false teachers (3:2-3):
Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh

   a. In these verses, we find Paul making a play on words...

      1) He calls the Judaizers "katatome" (mutilation) - 3:2
      2) And refers to true Christians as "peritome" (circumcision) - 3:3
   b. In doing so, he also declares that "the true circumcision" are those who:

      1) Worship God in the Spirit

      2) Glory or rejoice in Christ Jesus

      3) Have no confidence in the flesh
Three requisites exercising the power of His resurrection.

3. Using himself as an example, Paul further defines the attitudes and characteristics of those who experience "The Power of His Resurrection" in vv. 4-16.  In doing so, Paul actually does it in an order reverse to what we find in verse 3; thus first illustrating "The Power of His resurrection" as those who...

I. HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH (4-8)
   A. IF ANYONE COULD, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN PAUL...
      1. He could have boasted in things of a "RACIAL" nature

         a. "circumcised the eighth day" demonstrating:
            1) A genuine Jew from birth

            2) Not a proselyte but…
         b. "of the stock of Israel"
            1) Directly descended from Jacob

               a) The Arabs could boast of their descent from Abraham

               b) The Edomites could boast of Isaac

         But only the Jews could boast of Jacob, who had prevailed with God and was given the name "Israel" (literally, "one who strives with God")

         
c. Paul was "of the tribe of Benjamin"
1) The son of Jacob's beloved wife, Rachel
2)The only son actually born in the promised land
3) Israel's first king, Saul, was from this tribe
4)The only tribe that remained true to Judah when the kingdom was divided


d. "a Hebrew of the Hebrews"
            1) Both his parents were Jews

        2) He was true to the customs of the Jews, not a Grecian or Hellenistic Jew

      2. He could have boasted in things of a “RELIGIOUS" nature

         a. "concerning the law, a Pharisee"
            1) A very religious person

            2) Belonging to a sect known for their loyalty, patriotism, and conservatism to the Law of Moses

         b. "concerning zeal, credentials persecuting the church"
            1) This illustrates his sincerity and enthusiasm for his religion yet all the while attacking/thwarting the very God He served!
            2) Always true to his conscience - cf. Ac 23:1; 26:9-11
c. "concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless"
            1) Not that he was perfect

      2) But was diligent in fulfilling the requirements of the Law (e.g., animal sacrifices, tithing, observing the feasts, temple attendance – showing up for a Sunday night service)

   B. YET PAUL CONSIDERED THESE THINGS AS "LOSS FOR CHRIST" (7-8)
      1. All these things which could have provided Paul with prestige and social standing, he counted as loss

      2. In fact, he lost many things when he chose to follow Christ - 1Co 4:11-13
To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, 12 and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; 13 when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.
     3. Yet, compared to the excellence of the knowledge of Christ, this background of his was nothing more to Paul than "rubbish" (literally, “dung")!

   C. WHAT ABOUT US?

 1. Do we place confidence in our fleshly accomplishments?  Our degrees…our salary…the status our car brings us?
 2. Do we take pride in our racial background, religious heritage, education, associations, etc.?

 3. Or do we consider such things as "rubbish" compared to the knowledge of Jesus Christ?

How we answer helps to determine whether we have "The Power of His Resurrection"!  But there is more: those who Know “The Power of His Resurrection "...#1: Have no confidence in the flesh…number; # 2…
II. REJOICE IN CHRIST JESUS (vv. 9-11)

9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
   A. Clearly THEIR JOY IS NOT IN THINGS MATERIAL OR FLESHLY, BUT IN CHRIST!
 1. As in Paul's case, he considered fleshly accomplishments as "rubbish"

      2. His compelling desire was to "gain Christ" 

B. He tells us WHAT IT MEANS TO "GAIN CHRIST" (9-11)
      1. To "be found in Him", which includes...

 a. "not having my own righteousness, which is from the law" not trusting in his keeping the Law of Moses to save him; the law never saves it only condemns.  Why?   Because I can’t keep the law as I lack ability.
   
b. "but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith" (experiencing salvation as a gift from God through faith in Jesus – no works involved)

George Barna has shaken the American church with these findings:
· 35% of American seminary students in Evangelical Seminaries denied the Biblical fact that faith in Christ is absolutely necessary for salvation despite John 14:6, ““I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”;

· Beyond the seminaries, in the entire adult population of the Evangelical church – 35% of church members believe God will save all good people when they die regardless of whether they have trusted Christ as savior despite John 3:36, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”
· Finally, an astounding 77% of people in Evangelical churches in America said that they believed man is basically good despite Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God.”
· I attribute this to preachers who concentrate too much upon man and his needs as opposed to God and His demands!

So, #1 is to be found in Him, #2…:


2. To "know Him"
         a. The word "know" as used here, means...

   1) "to recognize" or "to become acquainted with"

   2) It is a personal knowledge, not a theoretical or vicarious non-experience like infant baptism – there is no true knowledge of God in that.
         b. In particular, to know "the power of His resurrection"
 1) The same power Paul wanted the Ephesians to know - Ep 1:18-20
18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,

            2) And we should experience throughout our lives and ultimately in our own bodily resurrection - Ep 3:20-21
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.


c. Another aspect to know is "the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death"
1) In his effort to know Christ, Paul wanted to experience and share even in His sufferings!

Paul was not content merely to be saved in the “legal” sense; he wanted to experience and enjoy the blessings of an intimate association with Christ, which the Lord Jesus Himself prayed for us in John 17:21:
14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

There is a great difference between a passing acquaintance and an intimate and mutually rewarding and ongoing intimacy.  All believers accept Christ, but many do not know Him.  Paul wanted all that was implied in John 17:21.  This means, among other things, seven key points:

1. The power working in the life of Paul that raised Jesus from the dead (Ephesians 1:17-23; Romans 8:11; Philippians 2:9, 10). Listen to Romans 8:11:

11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
This power is available to all Christians, but enjoyed only in those whose lives are filled with the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20; Ephesians 5:18; Galatians 5:16). 
“Be ye filled with the Spirit”

2. They are free from sin (Galatians 5:16); 
3. They fulfill their destiny (Philippians 1:6);
6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

4. They discern God’s best way (Philippians 1:9-11);
9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

5. They have the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23); 
6. They utilize the gifts of the Holy Spirit has chosen to give to them (1 Corinthians 12-14): they are AT WORK FOR GOD, advancing the Kingdom;  
7. They achieve the development of 2 Peter 1:5-7: 
“…supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.”
All of this is implied as the goal which Paul pens in Philippians 3:10: “that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death”
It is not likely that a Christian can know Christ in the power of His resurrection without also knowing Him in the fellowship of His sufferings.  In all fairness, the Greek grammar in our verse does not make one contingent upon the other.  But Paul would end up sitting in prison knowing life was drawing to a close.
As J.B. Lightfoot observed, “The agony of Gethsemane, not less than the agony of Calvary, will be reproduced however faintly in the faithful servant of Christ.”

            2) "Such fellowship in the sufferings of Christ includes a turning from sin, and the death of self.  It may involve much hardship for the sake of Christ.  For Paul it finally meant martyrdom." (CHARLES ERDMAN)

            3) We all should be willing to do the same! - cf. 1Pe 4:1
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking,
      3. What’s the point?  To "attain to the resurrection from the dead"
a. This would be the ultimate experience in "gaining Christ"!  A personal and experiential knowledge of the "power" of the resurrection!

   C. WHAT ABOUT US?

1. Such was the goal of Paul's life, the source of his true joy!

      2. Can this said about us?

      3. Is our goal in life to truly "know Christ"?

First, have no confidence in the flesh.  Second, rejoice in Christ Jesus.  Third, Paul continues on to say what will be our attitude; for those who know "The Power of His resurrection" are also those who...
III. WORSHIP GOD IN THE SPIRIT (12-16)

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.

   A. JESUS WAS THE FIRST TO DEFINE "TRUE WORSHIP" AS SPIRITUAL WORSHIP...
      1. In His discussion with the Samaritan woman at the well - Jn 4:23-24

23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.
      2. Since God is Spirit, our worship must be of the spirit as well, and not limited to particular locations.  God is omnipresent, with us wherever we are – not waiting for us at church.  We honor Him moment by moment in our daily lives.
   B. PAUL DESCRIBES THE ATTITUDES OF THOSE WHO WORSHIP GOD IN THE 

      SPIRIT...
  1. They are never satisfied with their present spiritual condition as the “press on” (12)

      2. With perseverance, they press on (13-15)

         a. Not looking back

            1) Resting on past laurels

            2) Or bemoaning past failures

b. But ever reaching forward, which is a mark of spiritual maturity


3. All the while living up to the standard of knowledge they have attained (16)

CONCLUSION
1. Do these attitudes characterize our devotion to God and His Son?

   a. Do we worship God by allowing His Spirit and the Spirit-given Word to rule over our complete lives?

   b. Do we consider the relationship we are developing with Christ to be our primary joy and focus in life?

   c. Do we place no confidence in the flesh?

   ---   If so, then we are experiencing "The Power of the resurrection"!

2. As Paul invites us in verse 17: “Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us.”
1

