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Titus 2:4-5: Motherhood 

Titus 2:4-5: That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, 5To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.
The Bible never states that every woman should be a mother. However, it does say that those who are mothers should take the responsibility seriously.  What is the Biblical job description of motherhood?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written in approximately A.D. 66, Titus 1:1 identifies the apostle Paul as the author written to encourage his brother in the faith, Titus, whom he had left in Crete to lead the church which Paul had established on one of his missionary journeys (Titus 1:5).  Paul suggested how Titus would instruct the leaders so that they could grow in their faith in Christ. His instructions included those for both men and women of all ages (Titus 2:1-8).  To this end, Paul issued specific instruction regarding “young women” and their family relationship.
· Grammatical Usage: V 4: “teach” or in the Greek, “Sophronizo” meaning, “to train…bring to one’s senses…disciple, advise, encourage, urge”; “love” or “philandros” meaning, “devoted”; V 5: “chaste” or “hagnos” meaning, “pure…from carnality”; “good” or “Agathos” meaning, “pleasant nature, agreeable”; “obedient” or “Hupotasso” meaning, “yielding in admonition or advice”; “blasphemed” is “Blasphemeo” meaning, “a reproach…giving others reason to revile...reproach…invalidated.”
· Literal Application: “…and so train with advice and encouragement the young women to be devoted to their husbands and children, 5to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind in the sense of pleasant and agreeable and submissive to their own husbands with respect to request and opinion, that the word of God may not be reviled or cast by others as invalid, without merit.”
· Contextual Interpretation: Paul was concerned about the erroneous and foolish concepts that some of the younger women had about motherhood.  Proverbs 14:1 proposes a vital maxim for the home. It reads, “The wise woman builds her house, but the foolish tears it down with her own hands.” Clearly concerned about errant cultural norms and practices, Paul puts forward God’s ordained plan for mothers. The duties described are based on God’s creative purposes and order:

· “To “love” their husbands” is philandros, which carries the idea of “devoted to their husbands.” A right relationship between a husband and wife is foundational to child instruction.  Paul quickly instructs, “to love their children.” This love is “philoteknos”, devoted to their care and nurture. Devotion is the priority – therefore anything which hinders the mother’s devotion to the family is not God’s ideal.
· “To be self-controlled (see 2:2) and pure” as self-control promotes fidelity and “pure” promotes integrity.  Purity of heart and mind is the root of all behavior.  
· “Fulfilling their duties at home” and “kind” must not give the impression that Paul means the home is her prison or that she is only a housekeeper; but the devoted wife and mother finds her absorbing interest in the innumerable duties of the home. Again, a mother’s responsibility is truly significant – a statement of great responsibility and worth.  We should note that the picture given in Proverbs 31 is of a woman whose ministry (yes, this is an important ministry) extends beyond her own household, though the home is the center and focus of her life and takes precedence.

· “Being subject to their own husbands, so that the message of God may not be discredited.” “Being subject” is a grammatical construction (present adverbial participle) indicating that submission is to be a voluntary response of the wife’s heart that flows out of her greater submission to God’s ordained plan for the home. Nowhere are husbands told to demand this submission. Rather he is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. Indeed, he is to love and care for her as if she were his own body, nourishing and cherishing her as such (Eph. 5:25-31). 

· Scriptural Comparison:  Children are a gift from the Lord (Psalm 127:3-5). Several additional things are commanded of Christian mothers in God’s Word:

Availability – morning, noon, and night (Deuteronomy 6:6-7)

Involvement – interacting, discussing, thinking, and processing life together (Eph. 6:4)

Teaching – the Scriptures and a Biblical worldview (Ps. 78:5-6; Deut. 4:10; Eph. 6:4)

Training – helping a child to develop skills/strengths (Pr. 22:6) and spiritual gifts (Romans 12:3-8 and 1 Corinthians 12)

Discipline – teaching the fear of the Lord, drawing the line consistently, lovingly, firmly (Ephesians 6:4; Hebrews 12:5-11; Proverbs 13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 23:13-14; 29:15-17)

Nurture – providing an environment of constant verbal support, freedom to fail, acceptance, affection (2 Tim. 1:7; Eph. 4:29-32; 5:1-2; Gal. 5:22; 1 Peter 3:8-9)

Modeling with Integrity –being a model from which a child can learn by “catching” the essence of godly living (Deut. 4:9, 15, 23; Pr. 10:9; 11:3; Ps. 37:18, 37).

· Conclusion: A mother’s influence upon the family cannot be overstated.  It is a God-given calling which is why God Himself lays out the Biblical job description.  What should every mother…every woman do in light of this calling?  “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act” (Ps. 37:5).  Pray right now!
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