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Walking in Truth 2: The Spirit of Truth
The Apostle John addresses spiritual misdirection by underscoring the God of Truth. 
2 John 1:2: “because of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever”
· Grammatical Usage: “truth” or in the Greek, “alétheia” meaning “divine conviction; reality”; “abides” or “menousan” meaning, “to stay, abide, remain”; “forever” or “aión” meaning, “infinity.”
· Literal Interpretation: “because of God’s convictions and the reality of what is right and what is wrong remains in us and will be with us forever (as there is no shadow of turning in God).”
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  Key aspects of truth: 
1. God is Truth

a. To say that God is truth is to acknowledge that truth itself proceeds from the nature of God. While many things can have aspects of truth, only one thing can be the truth, with that one thing being God Himself
b. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6), and He called the Holy Spirit “the Spirit of truth” (Jn. 14:17; 15:26; 16:13)
c. One often overlooked aspect of truth in the Scriptures that applies to God is the synonymous relationships between righteousness and truth, and between unrighteousness and falsehood. For example, Paul refers to people who “do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness” (Romans 2:8), and he highlights the equality of unrighteousness and lies and righteousness and truth in Romans 3:5, 7. God’s attribute of truth is tied to His attribute of holiness
2. Prioritize the Truth

a. The belt of truth is the first piece of the “full armor of God” to be listed in Ephesians 6:10–17
b. The belt of truth is the first part of the armor listed because, without God’s truth, we are left vulnerable to being “carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming” (Eph. 4:14)
c. The belt of truth holds the sword of the Spirit; only offensive weapon noted
3. Deploy the Truth

a. The sword of the Spirit is a weapon belonging to the Holy Spirit

b. The sword IS the Word of God.  God refers to His Word as a sword in Hebrews 4:12. 
c. The sword is used both defensively and offensively.  The idea is that of piercing, or penetrating; the Word of God reaches the “heart,” the very center of action, and lays open the motives and feelings of those it touches
d. Since every Christian is in the spiritual battle with the satanic and evil forces of this world, we need to know how to handle the Word properly. Only then will it be an effective defense against evil, but it will also be an offensive weapon we use to “demolish strongholds” of error and falsehood (2 Cor. 10:4–5)
4. Remain in the Truth

a. The more we know and understand the Word of God, the more useful we will be in doing the will of God and the more effective we will be in standing against the enemy of our souls (Psalm 119:11, 33–40, 99–105)
b. “For the word of God is living and active” (Hebrews 4:12a)

i. Christians are made alive spiritually and eternally because we are “born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring Word of God” (1 Peter 1:23)

ii. The Word of God is vibrant, dynamic, energizing, and productive. It is not static or idle in the lives of genuine believers. The apostle Paul explained that the Word of God is “at work in you who believe” (1 Thessalonians 2:13)
5. Resentment of the Truth

a. Resentment is often a reaction to being insulted or having one’s errors or weaknesses exposed
b. Resentment can be directed at an action, a statement, or a person—often, an authority figure, such as a parent, a teacher, or God.
c. God’s Word is powerful, not only to give life, but also to deliver warnings and bring judgment and punishment to the disobedient: “Is not my Word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 23:29)

d. On the Day of Pentecost, when Peter preached the message of salvation in Jesus Christ, those who heard it “were cut to the heart” (Acts 2:37), and about three thousand people were saved (Acts 2:41) but not all
e. The vital power of God’s truth exists in its ability to pierce and penetrate the innermost depths of the human soul. It can cut through any obstacle to access and inspect our unspoken thoughts and hidden secrets (Matthew 10:26; Luke 8:17; 12:2; Mark 4:22), essentially cross-examine and judge the attitudes of every heart

f. Resentment is a passive, weak emotion that has no place in the Christian life. If there is injustice, we should deal with it through prayer and godly action. If there is insult, we should concentrate on who we are in Christ and not place too much value on the cruel words of others. If we face injustice in the course of our work for God, we should accept it as to be expected
· Conclusion: How close I hold God’s Truth reflects how close I walk with God.    
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