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Walking in Truth 3: Jesus Christ: Truth and Love
The Apostle John addresses the reality of Jesus Christ. 
2 John 1:3: “Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Grace” or in the Greek, “charis” meaning, “disposed to, inclined to favor”; “mercy” or “eleos” meaning, “pity; compassion”; “peace” or “eiréné” meaning, “quietness, rest”; “descendent” in both relation and character; “truth” or “alétheia” meaning “divine conviction; it is the only true reality”; “love” or “agapé” meaning, “benevolence; goodwill.”
· Literal Interpretation: “Favor, compassion, and quiet rest will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the direct descendent in both relation and character of the Father, in (His) divine convictions and benevolence.”
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  2 John 1:1emphasizes the Apostle John’s conviction, devotion and obedience.  2 John 1:2 emphasizes the nature of the truth of God.  Here in 2 John 1:3, Jesus Christ is specifically cited as God’s grace, mercy, peace of God in truth and love.  “In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). As the Word of God (John 1:1), Jesus is the fullest possible revelation from God to man. God could not have spoken any more plainly.  Key aspects of Jesus Christ: 
· The Bible presents Jesus as greater than all who ever lived before Him and all who will ever come behind Him. Colossians 1 sets out, in no uncertain terms, the doctrine of the supremacy of Christ “in everything” (Colossians 1:18). Ephesians 1:22 says, “God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.”
· Jesus is greater than all creation. As the creator of all things, He would have to be. Jesus proved His supremacy over creation when He calmed the raging storm (Mark 4:39), multiplied the loaves and fish (Mark 8:6—9), gave sight to the blind (Mark 8:22—25), and walked on water (Mark 6:48). “All things have been created through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16)

· Jesus is greater than the angels. Angels are servants of God, but Jesus is God’s only begotten Son, sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on high (Hebrews 1:3, 5; John 3:16). One day all principalities and powers in heaven and on earth will bow before Christ (Philippians 2:10). Jesus is “as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs” (Hebrews 1:4)
· Jesus’ name is greater than all other names. Jesus, the perfect Man and one and only sacrifice for sin, has been highly exalted. God has given Him “the name that is above every name” (Philippians 2:9). The other names of history—Buddha, Mohammed, Gandhi, Confucius, Krishna, Joseph Smith, and Sun Myung Moon among them—pale to insignificance in the light of the glory of Jesus Christ. It is the name of Jesus that we preach to the ends of the earth, because it is only in His name that salvation is found (Acts 4:12)

Further, we learn that Jesus, who created the universe, is:

• Supernatural in nature (as He exists outside of His creation; Exodus 3:13-14)

• Incredibly powerful (to have created all that is known; Isaiah 40:28)
• Eternal (self-existent, as He exists outside of time and space; Psalm 50:10-12)
• Omnipresent (He created space and is not limited by it; Psalm 139:7-12; Rev.   19:6)

• Timeless and changeless (He created time; James 1:17)

• Immaterial (because He transcends space; John 4:24)

• Personal (the impersonal can’t create personality; Isaiah 46:10-11)

• Necessary (as everything else depends on Him; John 1:3)
• Infinite and singular (as you cannot have two infinites; 1 Kings 8:22-27)

• Intelligent (supremely, to create everything; Psalm 139:2-6)

• Purposeful (as He deliberately created everything; Genesis 18:14a)

• Moral (no moral law can exist without a lawgiver; Luke 18:19)

• Caring (or no moral laws would have been given; Deuteronomy 31:7-8)

When it comes to Jesus, one finds He claimed to be God in the flesh. Jesus’ own words (e.g., “Before Abraham was born I AM” John 8:58), His actions (e.g., forgiving sins, accepting worship), His sinless and miraculous life (which He used to prove His truth claims over opposing claims) and His resurrection all support His claims to be God. 
The above framework, when applied to an individual life, will help lead one to a right view of God answering the four essential questions of life:

1. Origin – where did we come from?

2. Meaning – what is the purpose for life?

3. Morality – how should we live?
4. Destiny – where is mankind heading?

If Jesus is God, then what He says must be true:

· Jesus said that the Bible is inerrant and true in everything it says (Matthew 5:17, 18), this must mean that the Bible is true in what it proclaims. 
· Anything in the Islamic Koran or writings of Judaism that contradict the Bible cannot be true. In fact, both Islam and Judaism fail since they both say that Jesus is not God incarnate, while the evidence says otherwise (John 14:11)
· Because we can indeed know God (because He has revealed Himself in His written Word and in Christ), all forms of agnosticism are refuted (Psalm 53:1)
· Another big question of life is answered—that of ethics—as the Bible contains clear instructions on how one ought to live (Psalm 86:11)
· Finally, God is NOT the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33)

· Conclusion: Are you confused in life?  Call upon Jesus and know truth and love.
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