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Walking in Truth 5: The Victorious Circle
The Apostle John addresses the victorious circle of love, truth and obedience.  
2 John 1:6: “And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Love” or in the Greek, “Agape” meaning in context, “implicit obedience”; “commandments” or “entole” meaning in context, “precepts.”
· Literal Interpretation: And love is this – implicit obedience; that we always conduct ourselves in keeping with His precepts; this is the commandment, just as you heard from the beginning, that you should always walk in obedience.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  Our text has three points:
1. Active and passive obedience.  Active obedience is when we obey the commands of someone else. Passive obedience is the total submission to another, even when harm or suffering may result. 
a. Active obedience: seeking out God’s commands and setting our hearts to do them. God has specific commands He wants us to obey, and many of them are contrary to what we would naturally choose. Jesus told us that in order to follow Him we must “deny ourselves and take up our crosses” (Luke 9:23). Those are actions. Among other things, we are told to “be not drunk with wine, but be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18), “flee sexual immorality” (1 Corinthians 6:18), “love one another” (1 Peter 1:22), and “pursue holiness” (Hebrews 12:14). Those commands all require active obedience. First Thessalonians 5:12–22 is a list of commands from Paul to the church. It is not an exhaustive list, but it demonstrates that the Christian life requires performing certain actions.
b. Passive obedience is the state of ongoing surrender that says, “Not my will but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). A Christian is to remain in a constant state of passive obedience to God. Walking in the Spirit means we stay sensitive to His leading and respond the way He wants us to (Galatians 5:16, 25). When hardships come, we endure (James 1:2). We live in the knowledge that God will work everything together for our good (Romans 8:28), so we need not pursue vengeance (Romans 12:19). We know that God is at work in our lives, and we give Him free rein to accomplish what He wants (Galatians 6:9; Philippians 2:13).  Jesus exemplified both active and passive obedience at all times during His ministry on earth, and Christians are to rely on the Holy Spirit’s power to follow His example (Acts 1:8).

Through Jesus’ active obedience, He fulfilled the totality of the law’s requirements. He said, “I always do those things that please Him” (John 8:29). In passive obedience, Jesus submitted Himself to cruel and unjust treatment because it was the will of God (Isaiah 53:7), such as, “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23).  With Jesus as our perfect model and the Holy Spirit as our strength, we must pursue lives of both passive and active obedience (Acts 1:8). It takes both to fulfill commands such as this: “As far as it is up to you, live at peace with everyone” (Romans 12:18). Passive obedience overlooks wrongs and leaves judgment with God. Active obedience seeks ways to do good and avoid evil. When we live this way, we glorify our Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16).

2. Sola scriptura.  The phrase sola scriptura is from the Latin: sola having the idea of "alone," "ground," "base," and the word scriptura meaning "writings" referring to the Scriptures. Sola scriptura means that Scripture alone is authoritative for the faith and practice of the Christian. The Bible is complete, authoritative, and true: "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness" (2 Timothy 3:16).
a. The Bible is the only authoritative guide for faith and practice. Acts 17:11, which commends the Bereans for testing doctrine—taught by an apostle, no less—to be the written Word. Sola scriptura is confirmed in 1 Corinthians 4:6, where Paul warns not to “go beyond what is written.” Jesus Himself criticized those who allowed traditions to override the explicit commands of God in Mark 7:6–9.
b. We know that the Bible is the Word of God. The Bible declares itself to be God-breathed, inerrant, and authoritative. We also know that God does not change His mind or contradict Himself.  The only way to know for sure what God expects of us is to stay true to what we know He has revealed—the Bible. We can know, beyond the shadow of any doubt, that Scripture is true, authoritative, and reliable.
c. Sola scriptura is the only way to avoid subjectivity and keep personal opinion from taking priority over the teachings of the Bible. The essence of sola scriptura is basing your spiritual life on the Bible alone and rejecting any tradition or teaching that is not in full agreement with the Bible. Second Timothy 2:15 declares, "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth."
3. The victorious circle: love, truth and obedience.

a. It is by believing the truth – Jesus as the Christ and His Word – we are saved.

b. The evidence of our salvation is passionate love expressed in obedience.
c. We speak God’s truth in love (Ephesians 4:15) exactly as conveyed in the Word in strict obedience as a testimony, witness and warning.

d. A ‘love’ that results in breaking any of God’s commandments is not the love John is talking about, but a tactic of the kingdom of evil to circumvent God.
· Conclusion: Do you belong to the world’s vicious circle or God’s victorious circle? 
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