Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                         September 19, 2021
Walking in Truth 6: Many Deceivers
The Apostle John addresses the agents of deception.  
2 John 1:7: “For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Deceivers” or in the Greek, “planoi” meaning, “imposter; seducer”; “antichrist” or “antichristos” or “opponent of the Messiah.”  The designation ὁ ἀντίχριστος was formed by John, the only writer in the New Testament who uses it (five times); he employs it of the corrupt power and influence hostile to Christian interests both within and without the fellowship of Christ.
· Literal Interpretation: For there are many imposters who are seducers who purposely are among us; they do not confess Jesus Christ returning in the flesh.  Such a person is THE seducer, in fact an enemy of Christ, the Messiah.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  Two key points:
1. In context: an urgent warning concerning deceivers who were:

a. not teaching the exact doctrine of Christ (Acts 20:30)
b. identified as “antichrists” as they teach against Christ, denying God in the flesh (1 John 4:1-6)
c. devastate beyond doctrine, leading people into wrong devotion/living (Jude 3)

d. originating from within fellowships (1 John 2:19; Acts 20:30)

e. numerically, many deceivers (2 Peter 2:2)

f. rejecting the revelation of the Logos, replacing with corrupt reasoning (Mark 7:9; 1 Timothy 1:19)
2. In application: Started in 2013 by neo-Marxists, in response to separate police shootings of two young black men, the Black Lives Matter movement (or BLM) came into prominence, proving a rallying cry of those who believe there is institutional racism against African-Americans in virtually every aspect of society.  
a. As a concept, it is true that black lives matter. Blacks/African-Americans are equally created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26), equal in value to whites, browns, reds, yellows, and everyone in between. Racism is evil. There is only one race, the human race. Ultimately, we all have the same parents (Gen. 5).
b. As a movement, Black Lives Matter has taken that true concept and twisted it into something completely unbiblical. The organization has recently showed its true colors, openly promoting causes that oppose biblical values. The two co-founders of Black Lives Matter, Patrisse Cullors and Alicia Garza, claim Marxism as their ideology.
i. Marxism is, at heart, an atheistic philosophy with no room for belief in God. Karl Marx himself was clear on this point: “The first requisite of the happiness of the people is the abolition of religion” (“A Criticism of the Hegelian Philosophy of Right,” 1844). Christianity, of course, is rooted in theism and is all about God. In the Marxist model, the state becomes the provider, sustainer, protector, and lawgiver for every citizen; in short, the state is viewed as ‘God’. Christians always appeal to a higher authority—the God of the universe—often initiating a violent consequence.  Marxism is ultimately about material things; Christianity is ultimately about spiritual things.
c. On their official website, BLM expresses their support of the LGBTQ agenda: “We make space for transgender brothers and sisters to participate and lead. We . . . dismantle cisgender privilege and uplift Black trans folk. . . . We foster a queer‐affirming network. When we gather, we do so with the intention of freeing ourselves from the tight grip of heteronormative thinking, or rather, the belief that all in the world are heterosexual” (https://blacklivesmatter.com/what-we-believe) 

i. The Bible clearly and consistently declares that homosexual activity is a sin (Genesis 19:1–13; Lev. 18:22; 20:13; Rom. 1:26–27; 1 Cor. 6:9; 1 Tim. 1:10).  The problem with homosexual attraction is that it is an attraction to something God has forbidden; any desire for something sinful ultimately has its roots in sin.  Same-sex attraction is always, on a basic level, an expression of the fallen nature.
d. Perhaps most troubling is Black Lives Matter’s stance on the family, a logical assertion given their view of sex: “We disrupt the Western-prescribed nuclear family structure requirement by supporting each other as extended families and ‘villages’ that collectively care for one another, especially our children, to the degree that mothers, parents, and children are comfortable” (ibid.). 
i. What BLM calls the “Western-prescribed nuclear family” is actually the God-ordained family unit: a father, a mother, and their children. To work to “disrupt” that design is to actively oppose God’s plan for society.  A man and a woman form a "one-flesh" union through marriage (Genesis 2:24), and, with their children, become a family: the essential building block of human society.
e. Concerning the methods used by Black Lives Matter, Christians should never be involved in rioting, looting, violence against police officers, hateful speech, and/or “reverse” discrimination/racism against non-blacks. Injustice and hatred will not be ended by more injustice and hatred.
i. Christ is the only answer for racism. Racism is the result of sin. Until the sin problem is dealt with—until people become new creations in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17)—the problem of racism will never be eradicated. Only in Christ can racial reconciliation be found: “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility” (Ephesians 2:14).
· Conclusion: There is only one barrier between us and the peace of God: sin.  Jesus is our peace – the only hope of we, His wayward creation.  Confess Christ: know peace.
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