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Revelation 14:17-20 The Terrible Harvest
Revelation 14:17 - And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.
Following the glorious harvest of vv. 17-20, this week our focus is laser sharp upon the terrible harvest: the judgement of the ungodly and the introduction of Armageddon.  What may the unsaved anticipate?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage:  “heaven” or in the Greek, “Ouranos” which means, “the seat of God” referring to the seat of order of things eternal and perfect where God dwells and other heavenly beings.
· Literal Application: Then another angel came out of the temple in the seat of God, from God the Father, and he too had a sharp sickle.
· Contextual & Comparison: This is the next installment, as it were, from vv 17-20 where both saved and unsaved were the object of God’s action.  This scene deals strictly with the ungodly.  At this point, the horrors of lawlessness, evil, idolatry, sorcery, immorality, stealing and murder will prove so rampant upon the earth that God calls a halt.  In His infinite understanding, God knows there will be no more salvations – the population left upon the earth, despite witness after witness, rejecting God’s effort and God’s grace.  This sets up the final showdown, as it were, between God and His creation: Armageddon.  And while there will be more to come on this topic (Revelation 16:12-16; 19:17-21) John, at the instruction of Jesus, introduces it here:
1. The harvester: a great angel (v 17).  Previously an angel relayed God the Father’s instruction to the Son of Man, Jesus Christ, to begin the glorious harvest – primarily the rescue of the Tribulation Saints.  Here, as the focus turns exclusively upon the ungodly, the terrible harvest, with three points connected to v 17:
a. He comes from the temple of God.  This means not just from heaven, but the very presence of God the Father;
b. He is on a special, laser-focused mission from God;

c. He holds the same sickle, meaning he has a mandate from God – that being:

2. The harvest of the ungodly (vv 18-19).  Two key points:
a. There will be the terror of the angelic cry.  This is the second angel, but unlike the angel cited in v 17, this angel does not come from God’s presence.  He comes from the altar of incense, that is, from the altar where the prayers of God’s people are kept, and where the martyred saints of Christ are stationed in heaven.  Remember: millions of believers have been martyred down through the centuries, millions more during the Tribulation.  Together, we have all been praying the same thing: “God’s Kingdom come.”  When this angel appears, God signals that these prayers are to be answered.
i. The angel has the power of fire.  This is a reference to the all-consuming power of God.  Deuteronomy 9:3: “Know therefore today that he who goes over before you as a consuming fire is the Lord your God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive them out and make them perish quickly, as the Lord has promised you.”; Isaiah 33:14: “The sinners in Zion are afraid; trembling has seized the godless: “Who among us can dwell with the consuming fire? Who among us can dwell with everlasting burnings?”; Hebrews 12:28-29, “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire.”
ii. There are two clusters of grapes hanging upon the vine of the earth: the vine of Jesus Christ and the vine of the world.

1. Jesus Christ said that He is the vine and His followers are branches: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
2. V 19 specifically cites, “the vine of the earth” which, defined within the context of the end time includes the antichrist and all followers who have rejected God, in league with Kingdom of Evil
b. There will be the horror of God’s wrath.

i. Three angelic actions include cutting, gathering and casting.
ii. The picture is that of no mercy, no compromise, no grace.

iii. The winepress symbolizes:

1. A trampling that is deliberate, purposeful.  God takes no pleasure in His judgment, but His righteousness demands it.  God is always fair.
2. A trampling that is thorough.  Every single grape is crushed.  Not a single person will escape the wrath of God.  God’s wrath will execute perfect justice.  Unlike man, God will show no partiality, favoritism or discrimination.  His justice is perfect retribution.  “I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with me; I trod them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood spattered on my garments, and stained all my apparel.” (Isaiah 63:3)
3. There will be the shock of Armageddon (v 20).  The word "Armageddon" only occurs in Revelation 16:16.  It comes from the Hebrew word “Har-Magedone”, which means "Mount Megiddo" and has become synonymous with the future battle in which God will intervene and destroy the armies of the Antichrist.  The exact location of the valley of Armageddon is unclear because there is no mountain called Meggido. However, since “Har” can also mean hill, the most likely location is the hill country surrounding the plain of Meggido, some sixty miles north of Jerusalem. More than two hundred battles have been fought in that region.  The valley of Armageddon was famous for two great victories in Israel’s history: 1) Barak’s victory over the Canaanites (Judges 4:15) and 2) Gideon’s victory over the Midianites (Judges 7). Armageddon was also the site for two great tragedies: 1) the death of Saul and his sons (1 Samuel 31:8) and 2) the death of King Josiah (2 Kings 23:29-30; 2 Chronicles 35:22).  Because of this history, the valley of Armageddon became a symbol of the final conflict between God and the forces of evil which will result in blood that will be 2 feet deep in some places and run 184 miles – the entire length of modern Palestine.
· Conclusion: Have you accepted Christ as your Savior? If so, you have nothing to fear from God’s judgment of the world as described in the Book of Revelation. The Judge is on our side. Before the final judgment begins, we must witness to friends and neighbors about God’s offer of eternal life in Christ. The events in this book are real. We must live our lives like we believe it so that others will notice our joy about our future and want to join us in the security of Jesus Christ.
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