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Revelation 15 The Heavenly Preparation for Judgment
Revelation 15:1 - And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.
Revelation 15 details a mix of signs, targets and wrath.  What are they?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “sign” on in the Greek, “Semeion” means, “indication, scene”; “wrath” or “Thumos” means “boiling passion” (negative tense)
· Literal Application: Then I saw another scene in Heaven, vast and awe-inspiring: seven angels are holding the seven last plagues, and with these the boiling passion of God’s wrath is brought to an end.
· Contextual & Comparison: Pausing to consider what we have studied to date, Jesus Himself predicted the great tribulation (Mt. 24:21) only to have John record it in advance for our learning.  
Recall the judgments of both the tribulation (beginning of sorrows) and the Great Tribulation:

· Tribulation begins with 3 ½ years of seven seal judgments (Rev. 6:1-7; 17);

· Great Tribulation last 3 ½ years of seven trumpet judgements (Rev. 8:1-14:20);

· Lastly, seven bowl judgments which end human history as we experience it.

Using descriptive language, John witnesses judgements like trumpets – 7 altogether, but the seventh trumpet provides a preview of the end to come, including the picture of:
· Israel, the chosen nation, from whom Jesus Christ, the savior came (Rev. 12:1-5);

· Satan, the dragon, clawing at the heart of God, derailing souls (Rev. 12:6-17);

· Antichrist and the False Prophet, gaining the power to initiate a holocaust (Rev. 13:1-8); 

· Jesus triumphing, harvesting the earth for believers and unbelievers (Rev. 14:1-20).
Three key aspects of Revelation 15 outline the heavenly preparation for final judgment:

1. The sign of judgment in Heaven (v 1).  The scene in heaven is not only witnessed by John but by the ungodly, designed to strike at the human heart:
a. a sign great and awesome;

b. a sign of seven mighty angles summoned and prepared by God for duty;

c. a sign of seven plagues so devastating as to be the last upon earth;

d. a sign of God’s ultimate wrath (boiling anger)

This sign is designed to underscore God’s justice in judgment; a fierce and deserved outcome.
2. The reason for the judgment: martyred believers (vv 2-4).  
a. Martyred believers on a sea of glass stretching before the throne of God (Rev. 4:6).

i. Fire of persecution represents what believers endured

ii. Fire of judgment represents what God will inflict upon the ungodly

b. The martyred believers will be victorious over the antichrist because they:
i. will not worship his image (Rev. 13:15);

ii. will not receive his mark (Rev. 13:16-17)

iii. will not receive the number of his name: 666 (Rev. 13:18)

c. Martyred believers will possess harps, symbols of soothing, rest and praise.  God will soothe the hurt and pain with rest as, in turn, they worship Him.
d. Martyred believers sing two great songs: 1) the song of the Lamb and 2) the song of Moses that was sung as Israel crossed the Red Sea (Exodus 15:1-19).  Note:
i. They sing to God, praising His works: “And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and amazing are our deeds, O Lord God the Almighty!” (v 3a)
ii. They sing to the King of saints or nations (ages), the justice and truth of His ways: “Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!” (v 3b)

iii. They sing to the Lord, to the fear and glory of His name: “Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name?” (v 4a)

iv. They sing to the holy and just God, for all nations shall come and worship Him because He is going to judge the earth: “For you alone are holy.  All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” (v 4b).  Note that the millennial reign of Christ is being referenced in this statement of praise.

3. The judgment of God will be sent forth (vv 5-8).  

a. The door to the “temple of the tabernacle” (v 5) is opened, referring to the inner sanctuary of the Old Testament temple: the ‘Holy of Holies’ or ‘Most Holy Place’ (Lev. 16:2).  The statement is unmistakable: judgment originates directly from the very presence and heart of God.  

b. The seven angels are both awesome and terrifying (v 6):
i. They hold the seven plagues in their hands;

ii. Dressed in white, they symbolize holiness, righteousness and justice;

iii. Their gold belts symbolize royalty, authority, power: God’s right to execute judgment

c. The seven angels have seven bowls of judgment: the wrath of God (v 7).  The idea is that there is no lid to the bowls: no stopping the judgment because, “God, who liveth for ever and ever” as Creator has the right to judge His creation;
d. The door to the temple, heaven and salvation is closed (v 8). A unique spiritual happening takes place: the grace of God will be withdrawn – prayers for mercy will do no good;

e. The glory and power of God, which shines brighter than the sun itself, becomes so furious and hot that smoke arises from the fury…the energy…of God’s boiling passion (v 8). 

“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled.  Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” (Psalms 2:12).
· Conclusion: It comes as a shock to the lost that, at some point, God will not hear their plea for salvation.  Before God shuts the door to your prayers, 2 Corinthians 6:2 says, “…now is the day of salvation.”  Per Revelation 15:8, once that door is closed, there is no opening it.  God has provided for your salvation in His Son (John 3:16). Forgiveness is found exclusively in Jesus (John 14:6). Here is the unpardonable sin: to reject the only Savior by which there is salvation is to reject the only pardon which is unpardonable.  Therefore, seek forgiveness this very minute!
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