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Ephesians 6:7 Good Will, Good Service
Ephesians 6:7 - “With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men”
What is good service to God? To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Good will” or in the Greek, “Eunoia” means, “benevolence; kindness”; “service” or “Douleuo” meaning, “obedience” (again, in the present/active tense meaning moment by moment).
· Literal Interpretation: With a benevolent attitude, always obedient as unto the Lord and not unto men.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul qualifies the last phrase of v 6, “…doing the will of God from the heart” with v 7, which breaks down into two main categories:
1. “Good will”: Good is an adjective which appears numerous times in the NT.
a. Jesus reserves the term in an absolute sense ("perfect goodness") for God alone (Mt 19:17);
b. This word describes a thing or person as "good" in the sense of “benevolent,” "fit," "capable," and useful" (e.g. "good" tree in Mt 7:17; good servant in 25:21), but it is used especially of character, or the heart, from which all originates (Pr. 4:23);
c. We position ourselves, out of benevolence, to be fit, capable and useful by:
i. Sharing the gospel. The Lord Jesus desires us to make disciples, teaching others of the nature and character of God and sharing the meaning of His death and resurrection (Matthew 28:18–20);
ii. Helping the disadvantaged. In the story of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19–31, the rich man is condemned because he doesn’t help Lazarus and because he trusts in his wealth too much. Don’t put self-gratification before the needs of others. First John 3:17 says, “If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?”;
iii. Forgiving others of their offenses. This isn’t the same as reconciliation or trust, but it means you renounce vengeance. The Lord Jesus modeled forgiveness: “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to [the Father] who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23).

iv. Viewing your position of authority as an opportunity to help the people under you, and view your position of subservience as an opportunity to submit to your authority, just as Jesus submitted to the Father’s authority. Either way, you can be Christ-like, because Jesus was both master and servant to different people. “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).

v. Seeking to know the character of God better through church fellowship, listening to sermons, studying the Bible, praying, and chronicling how He is involved in your life (2 Timothy 2:15);
vi. Recognizing that every advantageous position you’re in is because of God, the Source of every blessing: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights” (James 1:17);
vii. Willing to be unpopular, displaying rare courage like the Good Samaritan in Jesus’ parable (Luke 10:30–37). Do what the Bible says is right, always. “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29);
viii. In introspective judgment (evaluating your own character), look at the character of Jesus as a measure rather than rationalize questionable actions and attitudes: “I know, my God, that you test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these things, and now I have seen your people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to you” (1 Chronicles 29:17).
2. Service to God,
a. Requirements of:

· Regeneration: Romans 7:6
· Fear: Psalm 2:11
· Upright  walk: Psalm 101:6

· Absolute loyalty: Matthew 6:24
· Fervency: Romans 12:11
· Humility: Acts 20:19
· Love: Galatians 5:13
b. Rewards of:

· Acceptance before God: Romans 14:18
· Divine honor: John 12:26
· Inheritance: Colossians 3:24
· Eternal blessedness: Revelation 7:15; 22:3
· Conclusion:  Are you actively serving God?  Your reward depends upon it.
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