Today’s Service
July 4, 2021
1. [image: ]Call to Worship                                                                                                                                                                                       
2. Hymn 
3. Announcements 
4. Prayer Requests
5. Special Music 
6. Sermon
7. Communion
From the Pastor
As Jesus opened His first sermon (Matthew 5:3–12), He described a series of blessings granted to true servants of God: the eighth beatitude Jesus declared, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (v 10).  True believers in Christ are righteous in God’s eyes (Rom. 3:21–22). Our confession of faith in Jesus Christ and the righteous way we live our lives proves offensive to the world, resulting in persecution for righteousness’ sake. Jesus faced persecution and was hated by the world, and so will all those who belong to Christ and boldly live for Him: “If you [image: ] belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you” (John 15:19).
Pastor Tony
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