Grace Evangelical Free Church May 5, 2024
2 Kings 4:8-17 Fruit of Faithfulness

If we are faithful in our believing, our belonging and our behaving, our lives also will be
fruitful to the glory of God.

2 Kings 4:9: “And she said to her husband, “Behold now, I know that this is a holy
man of God who is continually passing our way.”

» Grammatical Usage: “holy” or in the Hebrew, “qadosh” meaning, “sacred;
dedicated; faithful.”

» Literal Interpretation: “Then she said to her husband, “I know that the one who
often passes by here is a holy, faithful man of God.”

» Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word, God continually uses His Word.
Three distinctive characteristics of a man or a woman whom God calls “holy” or
faithful:

(1) one who believes in God;

(2) one who belongs to God;

(3) one who behaves as God would have.
Do we believe and trust in Him, live and act as those who belong to Him, and
behave like Him? In 2 Kings 4:9 we are told several things that will be true of us
if we are living holy, faithful lives:

1. A FAITHFUL MAN NEVER NEEDS TO WORRY ABOUT THE
PROVISION OF HIS DAILY NEEDS.

Many of the Lord’s people are very anxious about the matter of their provision,
but if we are seeking to live a faithful life we need not be anxious, for just as God
used the woman of Shunem to feed Elisha, He will use someone to feed and to
provide for us. He fed and cared for Elijah at Zarephath and at Cherith (1 Kings
17: 2-16), and He will do similarly for every one of His children in time of need
(Psalm 34:10; Matthew 6:31-34; Philippians 4:19; Psalm 37:25).

2. A FAITHFUL MAN IS ALWAYS VERY QUICKLY NOTICED

As Elisha passed by, this woman soon recognized the characteristics of a faithful
man in him; she sensed that there was something different about him. Perhaps he
gave thanks before a meal and his conversation was different; he was polite,
considerate and helpful, until perhaps she asked herself, “What has he got that I
haven’t?”” Do our loved-ones “perceive” that we are “a holy man of God”, faithful
to God in all things...or is ours an empty kind of profession? (2 Timothy 3:5).
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3. AFAITHFUL MAN SOON BECOMES THE TOPIC OF CONVERSATION

When the woman recognized that Elisha was a faithful man she told her husband
of him — and other people heard about him as well. We are all the subject of
someone’s conversation, but what do they say about us? Do they say:

1. “If that’s his religion, I don’t want it...”?

2. “He calls himself a Christian, but he’s not honest...”?

3. “She’s a church-goer, but she’s thoroughly selfish...”?

4. “They say they are Christians, but I can’t tell the difference...”?
5. “They’re just wonderful! You can tell they’re real Christians...”?

Romans 14:7 tells us that “none of us lives to himself alone”; we are constantly
under the scrutiny of other people. Do they see Christ in us?

4. A FAITHFUL MAN GETS HIS BIGGEST OPPORTUNITY AND IS
NEEDED MOST IN THE EVERYDAY SPHERES OF LIFE

Elisha was exercising a mighty ministry, not in the pulpit but in the home. He was
not preaching; he was living a faithful life each moment of the day, and that most
of all is what is needed. If a few thousand more Christians really lived holy lives
in their business, school, factory or home, revival would soon come to our land —
compare Ezekiel 36:23 with John 20:25. The great need today is for Christians to
be like the One whose name they bear; for Christian doctors, bankers, workers in
industry, housewives... simply to faithfully live the Christian life!

5. AFAITHFUL MAN WILL ALWAYS SEE RESULTS FROM HIS
CONSISTENT HOLY LIVING.

Elisha did! He was invited to stay in the home at Shunem, and he was used to
bring wonderful blessing into the life of this childless woman as the result of his
presence and prophecy in the name of the Lord. What fruit resulted! Christians are
often very concerned because they do not know of many, or any, who have come
to Christ as the result of their labors, but if we are faithful in serving the Lord, and
especially in consistent and Christlike living, we need have no fear about the
results. Therefore, live according to Galatians 6:9! In “that day” (2 Timothy
1:12) many who have seen few results from their service will get a great surprise
as they hear their Lord say: “Well done, good and faithful servant! You were
faithful over a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Share your
master’s joy” (Matthew 25:21)!

» Conclusion: Do my family, friends, co-workers see me as a ‘holy’ person?
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