Grace Evangelical Free Church April 19, 2026
Hebrews 9:14d Serving God

Living for God encompasses aligning our thoughts, actions and affections with the revealed
will of our Creator and Redeemer. Scripture describes believers as those who offer themselves
as “living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1), wholly set apart for God’s purposes to reflect His nature
and glory.

Hebrews 9:14d: purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”

» Grammatical Usage: “to serve” in the Greek is “latreuein” meaning, “homage through
devoted action.”

» Literal Interpretation: ...purify our conscience from dead works to pay homage
through our devoted action for the Living God.

» Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word. What
does serving God truly mean?

1. Knowing the God We Serve has a purpose

God is the Creator of heaven and earth (Genesis 1:1). Intelligent design points to the
complex and specified information encoded in DNA, identifying an intentional cause
rather than a random process evidence, affirming the Bible that humans exist in God’s
image (Genesis 1:26) and can only find ultimate fulfillment by living for Him.

2. Relationship Rooted in Christ: you must be saved.

Central to the message of Scripture is that people cannot truly live for God without
reconciliation through Jesus Christ. Jesus' death and resurrection serve as the foundation
for our forgiveness and restoration. We are called to trust in Him, embodying His
teachings and manifesting His love and convictions in daily life.

3. Empowerment by the Holy Spirit

Living for God is made practical by the work of the Holy Spirit. As Scripture testifies,
believers “are being transformed into His image with intensifying glory” (2
Corinthians 3:18). This Spirit-led transformation is a cornerstone of the biblical call to
“walk by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16). This process is not about human capacity alone,
but about divine empowerment that leads to godly character.

4. Obedience and Righteousness

The Bible outlines convictions for holy living. While these standards might seem
daunting, Scripture assures that God’s precepts are consistent and purposeful.
Obedience is not burdensome legalism but a faithful response to God’s grace, as
written: “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).

5. Prayer and Worship
Central to living for God is communication with Him through prayer. Historical
accounts of God’s people-such as the prayers in the Psalms-testify to the reality of
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answered prayer and divine intervention, God’s active involvement in the world.
Worship, in turn, fosters awe and gratitude toward God, inviting the worshiper to draw
nearer to Him.

6. Service and Love for Others

Genuine love for God expresses itself by serving others, grounded by the conviction:
“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me”
(Matthew 25:40). Scripture repeatedly urges compassion, generosity, and kindness
(James 1:27). Living for God entails reflecting His character in every sphere of life:
family, community, and even among those who are skeptical of or hostile to the faith.

7. Holiness and Sanctification

Sanctification describes the ongoing process of being shaped into the likeness of Christ,
renewing of one’s mind (Romans 12:2), and externally, through behavioral changes.
Each act of obedience confirms a growing resemblance to the holiness of God. Early
Christian writers, like Irenaeus and Tertullian, highlighted that this sanctifying work
sets believers apart from the culture, a distinct characteristic recognized by onlookers.

8. Faith and Trust in God’s Promises

Living for God requires a steadfast trust that His promises remain certain. This includes
the hope of the resurrection (Job 19:25-27; 1 Thessalonians 4:14), the assurance of
eternal life (John 3:16), and the conviction that He orchestrates history according to
His sovereign plan. Geological evidence for a global flood, as seen in sedimentary
layers around the world, and numerous archaeological discoveries-such as the possible
site of Noah’s Ark-serve as reminders that biblical accounts of God’s interventions are
neither myth nor legend.

9. A Life of Discernment

Wisdom, rooted in Scripture, directs believers to discern God’s will. The testimony of
saints through out the ages corroborate that a coherent Biblical worldview brings
spiritual, emotional and mental clarity. By testing every circumstance against
Scripture’s unchanging truth (Acts 17:11), we maintain a stable spiritual foundation.

10. An Eternal Perspective

To live for God is ultimately to view life from an everlasting standpoint, recognizing
that this world is not our final destination. Jesus taught: “Store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:20). While modern culture focuses on temporal
gains, we invest in what will last forever: knowing God and serving His kingdom.

11. Continual Growth and Perseverance

Living for God involves growth. Just as believers in the first century faced persecution
yet persisted in faith (Acts 14:22), modern believers must remain steadfast amid trials.
Strengthening commitment to Scripture ensures consistency of belief and practice.

» Conclusion: Am I in the practice of serving God?
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